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Foreword 


Cw 


The sermons which constitute this volume 
are published as a memorial of the Reverend 
D. R. Drukker, who died in the pastorate of the 
Summer Street Christian Reformed Church of 
Passaic, New Jersey, on December 27, 1926. By 
a strange leading of Providence his final field of 
service upon earth was the congregation to 
which his father had ministered some forty 
years before. Soon after father’s death a num- 
ber of requests came from both the clergy and 
the laity of the denomination that a book of his 
sermons be published. 


The life sketch which accompanies this 
volume is the work of the Reverend Henry 
Beets, LL. D., a classmate of my father. I take 
this occasion to express my gratitude to Dr. 
Beets for his counsel and help. I also desire to 
acknowledge the invaluable assistance of my 
wife who, has ‘greatly facilitated the preparing 
of this book for publication. The motto of 
father’s Seminary Class was, “For the glory of | 
God and the salvation of sinners”. This was 


ever the guiding principle of his life and min- 


istry. These facts explain the dedicatory words ~ 


of this book. 


With these words this volume is offered to 
the public. Many were brought to the Savior 
through the preaching of these sermons; it is 
my hope that the angels of heaven may have 
cause for rejoicing because of those who may 
be brought into a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ through the reading of the pages that 
follow. 

R. B. DRUKKER. 
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Written by the REV. HENRY BEETS, LL. D. 
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RIESLAND, the old land of the free and 

the home of the brave, in the Low Countries, 
evidently was the ancestral abode of the Druk- 
ker family. We have been told that in its 
southeastern part, in or near Donkerbroek, in 
the grietenij, or district of Stellingwerf, the 
family was connected with the peat industry— 
the name being derived from pressing (druk- 
ken) the turf, an important part of the fuel 
supply of the Netherlands, and in that region 
obtained from the bottom of the lakes in which 
the district abounds. 

But if this tradition is reliable, at the be- 
ginning of the nineteenth century some of the 
Drukker family must have exchanged the 
country for the time being for the city, for we 
are informed that DERK D. DRUKKER was a 
native of Dokkum, a well known town of Fries- 
land. In his younger days he followed the sea 
and later on was in charge of a canal boat ply- 
ing from Dokkum to Stroobos. The latter place 
became his home after the death of his first 
-wife, who had hailed from Dokkum. His 
second partner of life was a native of Stroobos, 
where her father was owner of a grist mill, and 
near Stroobos the former seaman began to 
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farm. That was at the time when the Secession 
movement, led by H. De Cock and H. P. Scholte, 
began to agitate the Protestant Netherlanders, | 
especially in the northern provinces of the king- 
dom. This movement Derk D. Drukker joined 
with heart and soul, and at the second and third 
meeting of the General Assembly of the seceded 
Church we find him present, in 1837 and 1840, 
as one of the two elder-delegates of the province 
of Groningen. Evidently he was a man of 
parts, well grounded in Reformed truth. We 
find that already in 1837 he had published a 
treatise on Infant Baptism: Korte Verklaring 
van den Kinderdoop, provided with an intro- 
duction by the Rev. H. De Cock. At the Synod 
of the same year, he with De Cock and others 
protested against the principles underlying a 
rather drastic revision of the Church Order of _ 
Dordrecht. Then as well as later he opposed 
the Rev. H. P. Scholte in his views of the church 
as to its membership and government. Soon 
after the 1840 Synod Elder Drukker must have 
felt himself called to obtain training as 
preacher. He studied under the Rev. De Cock, 
and March 20, 1844, at a meeting of the Provin- 
cial Synod of the seceded churches of Friesland, 
Drenthe and Groningen, held at Leeuwarden. 
Derk Douwes Drukker, with seven others, was 
examined and admitted to the ministry. From 
1844 to 1848 he served the little congregation of 
his native city. Then he began the work of 
pastor and teacher of the combined churches of 
Koudum and Hindelopen in the southwestern 
part of Friesland. At the first named place he 
died, March 23, 1852. 
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One of his sons was HENDRIK DOUWES 
~DRUKKER, whom we find at the 1849 Synod of 
the Christian Seceded Reformed Church in the 
Netherlands, assembled in Amsterdam, one of 
the elder-delegates of Friesland, and again, in 
the same capacity, at the Amsterdam Synod of 
1851. He lived to the remarkable age of 94 
years. 

Another son, DOUWE DIRK, born at Dok- 
kum in 1813, came to the United States in 1869, 
accompanied by his wife, née Anna Hamming, 
of Burum, (whose father had been a leading 
Seceder and exhorter in his days), and two of 
his sons. Later others followed. The Drukker 
family settled in Grand Rapids, where they 
joined the local Christian Reformed Church. 
One of the two sons just alluded to was REIN- 
DER DRUKKER, born October 14, 1842, at 
Wanswerd, Friesland. After coming to the 
United States he was employed as teacher of 
the Christian School of the Rune Street 
Church (now the First Church), of Grand 
Rapids, and taught several years in the Wil- 
liams Street building. There were from sixty to 
seventy scholars regularly attending the at that 
time flourishing institution, with a teaching 
staff of three. 

But the work of a pedagogue was not the 
ideal of the head teacher. His heart’s desire 
was to become a minister of the Word. He pre- _ 
pared hiniself for this, first through private 
study, and later as student of the Theological 
School, and in 1883 obtained his heart’s desire. 
R. Drukker graduated with E. Broene, P. Ekster 
and G. Vos. 
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His first charge was Lamont, Mich., 1883- 


1886. Then he served as pastor of the Passaic 
Church—now called Summer Street, from 1886 
to 1888, when he returned to Michigan to min- 
ister to the Kelloggsville congregation—about 
three years. His last and perhaps most fruit- 
ful ministry was at Paterson, where he served 
the Second Church, from 1891 to 1902, when 
failing health compelled him to retire. He re- 
mained in the East, where his faithful helpmeet 


died in 1911, and there he breathed his last, ~ 


Sept. 6, 1912. A serious-minded and _ loyal 
worker of God’s kingdom went to his reward 
when the Rev. R. Drukker was called up higher. 


But several years before he laid down the 
burdens of the active pastorate, he had been 
enjoying the pleasure of seeing one of his two 
sons ordained as minister of the Word—the 
subject of this sketch— DOUWE REINDER 
DRUKKER. He was born May 17, 1868, at the 
village of Stroobos, already named, in which 
his father at that time assisted in the work of 
the grist mill also alluded to. The future 
preacher escaped it within an ace to be eligible 
to the office of U. S. president, for he arrived 
here just a year too late, since his parents, as 
already stated, came to the United States in 
1869. In course of time the schools were at- 
tended in the places where his father was set- 
tled, first as teacher and later as preacher, and 
during his teen-age he sometimes kicked against 
the pricks of a conscience carefully trained by 
his God-fearing parents. But in 1887.a decided 
change took place. When the Cand. M. Van 
Vessem was preaching his classical sermon, pre- 
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liminary to his final examination, a sermon 
based on Luke 10: 42: “But one thing is need- 
ful”, Drukker, who had come to make sport of 
the youthful preacher, left the old church build- 
ing broken in heart, contrite in spirit and 
_ trembling at the Word. ... He found peace 
and joy later on, and with sixteen young peo- 
ple, assumed vows of church membership in 
the old Spring Street Church of Grand Rapids. 
He entered the Theological School of the 
Christian Reformed Church, bent on becoming 
a missionary. The propelling power of his new 
affection urged him on in this, and we have 
been sorry that later on, when contrary to his 
wishes and judgment, the Navaho field in New 
Mexico was chosen, he did not see his way clear 
to give himself to the work. But he never 
_ lacked opportunity for service at home, in fact, 

from his days when as a student he was al- 
lowed to serve the churches in the Gospel, to 
the very end of his ministry, he was constantly 
in demand as to preaching services and other 
addresses, and may well be called the most 
popular preacher of the denomination in his 
days. 

Nor was the cause of missions forgotten in 
his preaching, as this volume of his sermons 
plainly shows. At first he served the Overisel, 
Mich., and the Midland Park, N. J., churches, 
where his work is not yet forgotten, nor in the 
Drenthe eongregation, his first regular charge, 
served from 1898 to 1902. A considerable num- 
ber of people at Drenthe made confession of 
faith, and a new organ was installed. 

. Then he accepted the call from the first Eng- 
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lish-speaking church of the denomination, in 
Ottawa County, the Fourteenth Street Church 
of Holland, whose first pastor he became in 
1902, two months after its organization. From 
thirty-four families the new congregation grew 
to one hundred and eighty-four, a new parson- 
age was built, an organ purchased, and nine 
pleasant years were spent among this charge 
which has not yet forgotten him. There, how- 
ever, he went through the sad affliction of los- 
ing his beloved partner of life, née Hattie Schol- 
ten, who died August 8, 1904, at the age of only 
36 years, leaving two young children, Raymond 
and Ruth. But a worthy helpmeet and admira- 
ble mother for his motherless children was ob- 
tained in the fall of 1905, in Miss Lina Daane, 
who survives him. 


Rev. Drukker’s farewell sermon to his Hol- 
land flock was based on Acts 20:32: “Now, 
brethren, I commend you to God and the Word 
of His grace.” In explaining his action in leav- 
ing Holland he said that he had no other reason 
for doing so than that it seemed to him to be 
God’s will to labor in a new field. “Nine years 
ago,” he stated, “I left Drenthe. The people did 
not wish to see me go and were just as insistent 
that I should remain as the people of Holland > 
have been. But I felt in my heart I should go, 
and so it is now.” As a local paper expressed 
it at the time: “The Rev. Drukker’s popularity 
here.can perhaps be explained by a single 
sentence taken from his farewell sermon, “I 
have tried to give the Word of God as I have 
found it.” And the paper added: “It is his sin- 
cerity and consciousness of right that has con- 
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tributed to the strength of the pastor in the 
church and his popularity in the community.” 
And again: “The Rev. Drukker has also been 
popular at various gatherings, not only as a 
good minister, but a genial and friendly com- 
panion.” It was added: “Mrs. Drukker is like- 
wise loved by all who know her, having won 
the high respect and esteem of everyone with 
whom she has come in contact.” 


We might state here that the evangelistic, 
soul-winning note and purpose of his preaching 
was another factor explaining his success, as 
well as his ability to speak comfortably after 
the heart of Jerusalem. The sermons con- 
tained in this volume will bear out these state- 
ments. What they do not reproduce is his win- 
ning smile and tall and manly form in the pul- 
pit, factors which also meant considerable in 
his pulpit ministrations. 


But let us continue to give an account of his 
ministry. It was the First Church of Zeeland 
whose second call had been accepted, while 
serving the Fourteenth Street Church. The 
labor in that old congregation, then predomi- 
nantly Dutch, he wrote us some years ago, was 
hard but pleasant. The church reached its 
greatest numerical strength at that time—three 
hundred and seventeen families. After serving 
it between three and four years, the physician 
advised him to, locate in a smaller field because 
of failing*health. The way was opened to the 
pulpit of Third Kalamazoo, another English- 
speaking charge. Here a beautiful manse was 
built, a large number of young and older peo- 
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ple made confession of faith, among them ten - 


adults who received baptism. 


About fifty families were added to the con-- 


gregation. Then Zeeland’s Third church suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the services of the man with 
whom many had become intimately acquainted 
while ministering to the First Church. A desire 
to obtain a smaller field no doubt also figured 
in his decision—the disease of diabetes having 
revealed itself meanwhile. The congregation, 
like Fourteenth Street and Third Kalamazoo, 
employing the language of the land in all of its 
meetings, consisted of only thirty-seven fam- 
ilies. There was no parsonage. A small frame 
building served for Sabbath and other services. 
But here too very encouraging progress could 
be registered; a fine manse was purchased and 
a splendid church building was erected. Mean- 
while the church membership increased con- 
siderably and the work was appreciated. It 
was while he was pastor of Third Zeeland, and 
celebrating the quarter centennial of his ordi- 
nation, that he wrote us, in the notes above al- 
luded to, that during these twenty-five years of 
ministry, he had preached and lectured 3,284 
times, united 255 couples in the bonds of 
matrimony and had officiated at 233 funerals. 
We may add that up to that time he had re- 
ceived 51 calls—among them four from congre- 
gations he had served before. 

We told him at the time that it looked to us 
that he would be able to continue in Zeeland till 
he could be superannuated. But our thoughts 
are not always those of our Lord. 


The urgent call of the Summer Street Church 


“> 
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‘of Passaic, his father’s old charge, was accepted. 
But he only went to the East to die there, as his 
father, fifteen years ago, had breathed his last 
among the New Jersey brethren. A few days 
after his installation the destructive power of 
his disease, diabetes, had manifested itself as 
never before, and it, combined with a severe 
cold, caused his death during the early hours 
of December 27, 1926—just twenty-two days 
after his inaugural sermon on I Cor. 1: 23, had 
been preached. As related in The Banner of 
January 7, 1927, the funeral services of Rev. 
Drukker were held at Passaic, N. J., from the 
home of his brother, Richard Drukker, at 10 
A. M., on Wednesday, December 29, led by Rev. 
J. Timmerman, a classmate, who also preached 
the funeral sermon in the Summer Street 
Church that same afternoon. His text was from 
John’s Gospel, fifth chapter, about John the 
Baptist: “He was the lamp, that burneth and 
shineth; and ye were willing to rejoice for a 
season in his light.” A well chosen and very 
appropriate text indeed. 

In the church, Scripture was read by the 
Rev. Spoelhof and prayer offered by the Rev. 
D. De Beer. 

The burial services in the old home state, 
Michigan, were held in the Third Church of 
Zeeland, Thursday afternoon, December 30. 
Far over 1,000. people were present. Many of 
them were seated in the basement rooms, hear- 
ing the services by means of a loud-speaker. 
We seldom saw such a large turnout at the 
funeral of any of our people. 
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Scripture was read by the Rev. M. Van Ves- — 


sem, the man whose classical sermon in 1887, 
in the old Passaic edifice, the Lord used to con- 
vert the future pastor, as we already stated. 
The Rev. Krohne then led in prayer. The 
funeral discourse was given by the writer of 
these lines, as classmate and friend of our de- 
parted brother and his family. It was based on 


Dan. 12:3: “And they that are wise (teachers) 


shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.” The speaker’s theme 
was, “The work of the teacher of religion, (or 
minister), as necessary, as difficult; in how far 
the minister functions in that work, and how 
wonderfully he is going to be rewarded who 
turned many to righteousness, as instrument in 
the hands of God.” This was applied to the 
brother who had just gone to his reward, as a 
reminder to the churches served,>-to encourage 
all kingdom workers, and as a source of con- 
solation to the grief-stricken widow, the son 
and the daughter, and the other relatives. After 


prayer and a solo: “Open the Gates,” the re- . 


mains were viewed by the numerous throng. 
Many shed tears as they passed the remains of 
the one whom so many had loved as a faithful 
and loving preacher and pastor, especially, of 


course, the people among whom he had min- . 


istered, many. of whom were present. 


At the Graafschap cemetery, where Rev. 
Drukker’s first wife lies buried, the mortal re- 
mains were committed to the earth with brief 
committal service and prayer by the writer of 
these lines. 


‘ 
do 
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Mrs. Drukker and the only daughter, Ruth, 
now make their home in Grand Rapids. The 
only son, the Rev. Raymond Drukker, is serv- 
ing a United Presbyterian congregation near 
Pittsburgh, the Forest Avenue Church at Belle- 
vue, Pa. It is he who edited the sermons given 
in this book—a splendid gift to all who knew 
and loved our departed brother—a book to 
bless posterity long after the speaker’s voice is 
stilled in death. May this book be useful to 
build up and extend God’s Jerusalem. Such 
ever was the desire and purpose of the beloved 
brother—whose life we joyfully sketched here: 
a lamp burning and shining—a friend never to 
be forgotten. as 


We should add here that Rev. Drukker dur- 
ing several years was member of our denomi- 
national Publication Committee, part of that 
time and up to his removal to the East, serving 
as its president. He represented the Christian 
Reformed Church a couple of times at meetings 
of other denominational assemblies. The work 
among the Mountaineers of the South, carried 
on by the Reformed Church and other bodies, 
enjoyed the love of his heart and profited by 
several of his sermons. Some of the produc- 
tions of his pen found their way into The 
Banner. 

HENRY BEETS 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Sept. 1, 1927. 
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THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD 


“And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us.”—Psalm 90: 17. 


HE great Alexander MacLaren says, “the sad 
and stately music of this great psalm befits 
the dirge of a world. How artificial and poor, 
beside its restrained emotion and majestic sim- 
plicity, do even the most deeply felt strains of 
other poets on the same themes sound! It 
preaches man’s immortality in immortal words. 
In its awestruck yet trustful gaze on God’s eternal 
being, in its lofty sadness, in its archaic directness, 
in its grand images so clearly cut and so briefly 
expressed, in its emphatic recognition of sin as 
the occasion of death, and in its clinging to the 
eternal God who can fill fleeting days with ringing 
gladness, the psalm utters once for all the deepest 
thoughts of devout men. Like the God whom it 
hymns, it has been ‘for generation after genera- 
tion’ an asylum”. 
How great i is the contrast between God gag 
man! God is eternal and omnipotent. He is the 
Creator. Man is finite and frail. He is the 
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creature. The spotless beauty of deity is God’s . 


forever. Man has lost his sinless estate and is 
quite the antithesis of beauty. Jehovah is the 
unchangeable. His beauty is His forever. His 
beauty is the object of our envy. It is a chal- 
lenge to our characters. It is an inspiration to 
our hearts. It is the goal of our souls. 


I. WHAT Is THE MEANING OF “THE BEAUTY OF 
THE Lorp’’? 


This word is used several times in Scripture 
to describe Jehovah. In First Chronicles it is 
the “beauty of holiness”. In the Twenty-seventh 


Psalm the Psalmist announces that “to behold’ 


the beauty of the Lord” is the “one thing I have 
asked of Jehovah” and “that I will seek after”. 
Asaph describes it as the “perfection of beauty”. 
In Isaiah’s prophecy we read, “Thine eyes shall 
see the King in His beauty”. In this glorious 
Ninetieth Psalm Moses prays that this beauty of 
the Lord may descend upon mankind. 

Is then this beauty which Moses has in mind 
merely natural beauty? Surely the beauty of 
the Lord is seen in nature. The beauty of the 
Lord is beheld when men see the starry heavens 
reflected in the calm waters. It is beheld when 
the beauty of the morning sun is seen reflected 
in the dew of the new-born day. Man can see 
the beauty of the Lord everywhere in nature. 


Me oe 
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David sings of Jehovah’s beauty in nature when — 
he chants—“O Jehovah, our Lord, how excellent 
is Thy name in all the earth”. Joseph Addison 
has described the beauty of the Lord in nature 
as follows: 


“The spacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal sky, 
And spangled heav’ns, a shining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim. 
Th’ unwearied sun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator’s pow’r display, 
And publishes to ev’ry land ~~ 
The work of an Almighty Hand. 


“Soon as the evening shades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And nightly, to the listening earth, 
Repeats the story of her birth; 

While all the stars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 


“What though in solemn silence all 
Move round the dark terrestrial ball? 
What though no real voice nor sound 
Amid the radiant orbs be found? 

“In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice; 
Forever singing as they shine, 
‘The hand that made us is Divine’ ”. 


True it is that the beauty of the Lord is found 
in nature for—“The heavens declare the glory 
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of God; and the firmament showeth His handi- 


work”, 


Glorious as is the beauty of the Lord in 
nature, it is but a feeble reflection of the 
supreme beauty of God in the spiritual. Behold 
the beauty of Jesus. He was full of grace and 
truth, love and mercy, compassion and patience. 
His is the unmarred beauty for He is the sinless 
Savior. His is the untarnished beauty for He is 
‘the same yesterday, today, and forever. It was 
this spiritual beauty that Moses desired to have. 
It is the beauty of Jesus, the Christ which Moses 
desires to have as the priceless treasure of his 
soul. 


The beauty of the Lord in the Old Testament 
is the grace of God in the New Testament. In 
the light of this truth we must read the text, 
“Let Thy grace be upon us in great abundance”, 
or “Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon 
us”. It is a significant fact that this beauty may 
be the possession of every child of God. It is 
not, however, evidenced in the lives of the nar- 
row-minded, the selfish and the loveless. — It 
cannot be found in the lives of the ungodly, in- 
consistent, hypocritical professors of religion. 
It cannot be found in these for true religion is 
not grace grafted onto our old natures, but grace 
within us renewing, purifying and changing our 
natures into new creations in Christ Jesus. The 
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evidences of such a renewed life are “anything 
true or honorable, righteous or pure, lovable or 
praiseworthy” together with “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
meekness, self-control”. It is when the right- 
eousness of Jesus Christ is upon us that the 
beauty of the Lord covers us as a mantle. It is 
then that men will know that “we have been 
with Jesus”. The sublime end of Christianity 
is that men shall see Jesus, with all His beauty, 
in His followers. It is not a true reflection of 
Christ’s beauty when Christians quarrel over | 
theological differences; when Christians for the 
sake of personal fame and glory attack the 
tenets of their fellow Christians; when for the 
sake of a distinctive name in the community 
churches build their church-spires higher than 
the other churches have done; when men infer 
that they have a monopoly on true religion and 
hence decide that the rest of the world is in 
error. The practice of true religion is glorify- 
ing God with the glory He has placed in our 
souls; it is in walking in the footsteps of Jesus; 
it is in permitting God’s light in us to shine 
forth; it is in taking the Sermon on the Mount 
as our guide; it is in helping erect the Kingdom 
ae God on earth. 
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II. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
Lorp’s BEauty? 


It is a multiform beauty. How much variety 
there is in nature! There is spring, summer, 
autumn and winter, heat and cold, rain and 
snow, sunshine and cloud, clearness of atmos- 
phere and mists, gentle breeze and hurricane, 
blizzard and torrent, tempest and calm. How 
much variety there is in races. We have the 
Caucasian Race, the Mongolian Race, the Ethi- 
opian Race, and the American or Red Race. 
What a variety of gifts there is among the peo- 
ple of God. We have “the word of wisdom— 
the word of knowledge—faith—gifts of healings 
—workings of miracles—prophecy—discerning 
of spirits—divers kinds of tongues—interpreta- 
tion of tongues”. What a variety of graces man 
has. “Abraham reveals the beauty of faith; 
Moses, the beauty of meekness; Joseph, the 
beauty of purity; David, the beauty of grati- 
tude; Daniel, the beauty of courage; John, the - 
beauty of love; Paul, the beauty of earnestness; 
Jesus Christ, the beauty of all things”. 

There is in the spiritual world a develop- 
ment which truly magnifies the Creator. This is 
demonstrated by the development of the 
natural world. There is in every Christian life 
“first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn 
in the ear”. There is first the twilight, then the 
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dawn, then the full day. There is first the in- 
fant, then the child, then the youth, and after 
this comes the full man. It is said of Jesus 
Christ that He “advanced in wisdom and in 
stature, and in favor with God and man”. Even 
so must the Christian advance in the beauty of 
grace. This development may be classified as— 
“no faith, little faith, great faith, rich faith, 
precious faith, full faith and perfect faith”. | 
Christian joy is described in the Word of God 
as—“joy, great joy, exceeding joy, exceeding 
great joy, abundant joy, fullness of joy, and un- 
speakable joy”. 


It is a fadeless beauty. It is the fast color of 
the Christian. The best things of earth fade. 
The rose blooms and fades. The fruit tree blos- 
soms, yields its luscious fruit, but the most 
beautiful apple decays. Of the grass it is said, 
“In the morning it flourisheth, and growth up; 
in the evening it is cut down, and withereth”. 
The beauty of the Lord never fades. His grace 
never fails. It has contact with the source of 
eternal life and therefore it cannot fade. It de- 
fies time, care, storm and death. One has well 
said, “Just as the:sun sets in colors more golden 
than those in which it rises, so the man who 
leaves this world with the beauty of the Lord 

upon him, leaves it more lovely than when he 
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entered it”. This beauty is the fadeless beauty | 
of the Eternal God. 

It is a magnetic beauty. Josephus tells us 
that Moses was so beautiful that people meet- 
ing him would stop and gaze at him. Absalom 
was a beautiful and a magnetic youth. Because 
. he had the grace of God in his heart Lazarus 
in all his suffering was more beautiful and mag- 
netic than Absalom. Mary was more beautiful 
than Herodias. The publican was far more 
handsome than the Pharisee. The beauty of 
Dorcas eclipsed the beauty of Sapphira. The 
beauty of the Lord upon the members of the 
Early Church compelled men to exclaim, “Be- 
hold how they love one another”. In proportion 
as we have this grace we shall draw others to 
the Lord of grace and to ourselves. During a 
great revival a young man, after he had given 
himself to Christ, called upon a pastor in the 
city. The minister asked him whether he had 
attended the revival meetings and the lad re- 
plied that he had not. 


“Have you been impressed in the regular 
way?” questioned the minister. 

“No”, replied the youth, 

“Has some one been speaking to you about 
your sins?” continued the minister. 

“No”, replied the young man. © 

“That is strange, indeed”, mused the man of 
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God. “Have you found Christ, and if so, how 
then were you convicted of your sins, of your 
need of a Savior, and how did you find Jesus 
Christ as the Lord of your life?” asked the per- 
plexed pastor. 


“Ah”, remarked the smiling lad, “it was the 
way the foreman in our shop did his work. He 
permitted the light of his Christ to shine and I 
saw the beauty of the Lord upon him and so I 
- gave my heart to that same Lord”. 


It is a self-less beauty. It is the beauty of 
sacrifice and surrender. A friend may demon- 
strate her self-less beauty in a self-denying serv- 
ice for a sick friend. She may suffer in the at- 
tempt to nurse her friend back to health. She 
will perform this task absolutely unconscious 
of her beauty in sacrifice and service. Others 
seeing it will admire and love her for it. It is 
best that we do not behold our spiritual beauty. 
Like Moses, our faces should shine, but we 
should not be conscious of it. The instant we 
become conscious of this beauty and we begin 
to admire ourselves, selfish endeavor rather 
than self-denying devotion owns our spirit. The 
duty of every saved soul is to be beautiful and 
to shine for the Master. We are so prone to 
neglect this duty. The demands of the world 
are so pressing that we forget our mission. The 
pleasures of earth lure us from our appointed 
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Christian duties. Professors of Christianity are 
oftentimes too deeply engrossed with the tem- 
poral and deceitful trash of earth to busy them- 
selves in the service of their King. Oh for a> 
more honest and simple faith! Oh that men 
had more courage to do God’s will! Oh that 
men would more earnestly desire to be filled 
with His grace! Oh that men would let the 
beauty of the Lord shine through them! 


How then can we possess this spiritual 
beauty? The poet has shown us how we can 
possess the beauty of the Lord in these words: 


“Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; 
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word; 
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak, 
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek. 


“Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; 
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone; 
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be; 
Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see. 


“Take time to be holy, let Him be thy Guide; 
And run not before Him, whatever betide; 
In joy or in sorrow still follow thy Lord, 
And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word. 


“Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul, 
Each thought and each motive beneath His control; 
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love, 
Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above”. 


SSS SS SSS 00S SSS 


II 


THE NEW SONG 


“And they sing a new song, saying, 
Worthy art thou to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and didst purchase unto God with 
thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, 
and people, and nation, and madest them 
to be unto our God a kingdom and 
priests; and they reign upon the earth’. 
—Revelation 5:9, 10. 


ONG belongs to the Church of Jesus Christ. 
\ It is hers by right. It is an integral part of 
her life. The Church of our Lord cannot live 
without song. It is an indispensable factor in 
worship. In the beginning the morning stars 
sang together in the chorus of the heavenly 
bodies. All creation praised God for its deliver- 
ance from the chaotic. Man praised God for 
his soul and for his association with the Creator. 
The patriarchs and the prophets praised God 
in song. “he children of Israel rejoiced in song. 
They were constantly invoked to praise their 
God. In the one hundred and forty-ninth Psalm — 
we read the following: 
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“Praise ye Jehovah. 
Sing unto Jehovah a new song, 
And His praise in the assembly of the saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him: 
Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King”. 


David was the chief singer of Israel. He is 
the world’s great Psalmist. Precious to the be- 
liever are his songs of gladness and his dirges 
of sorrow. When Christ was born in the City 
of David the angels gave unto the shepherds a 
faint idea of what the songs of heaven are like. 
Some day we will hear heaven’s song. When 
our life’s course is run and we hear the Master’s 
voice calling us home we will receive a glimpse 
of the Great Beyond. The Song of the Redeemed 
will strike our ears. We shall be greeted by a 
burst of heaven’s music. The Glory Song will 
become sweeter to our ears as we hear heaven’s 
chorus singing the praise of Him who was slain. 


I. By WuHom Was THE NEw Sonea Sune? 


This is a text from the Book of Revelation, 
that most glorious book, that unique book. In 


the third verse of the first chapter a blessing is . 


promised those who read this book. The exact 
quotation is as follows: “Blessed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep the things that are written 
therein”. It is a book of mystery. It is a book 
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for the future. It contains many things which 
the human intellect cannot understand. Many - 
of its mysteries are unfathomable. 


. History informs us of the past. It relates to 
us what has already taken place. Our daily 
newspapers and current magazines tell us about 
the present. The Book of Revelation speaks 
about future events. It instructs us concerning 
new things. It tells about a new name, a new 
song, a new heaven and earth, “and He that sit- 
teth on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new’ ”. 


Who are the singers? In the eighth and 
eleventh verses of this chapter we read— 


“And when he had taken the book, the four 
living creatures and the four and twenty 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
each one a harp, and golden bowls of in- ~ 
cense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
And I saw, and I heard a voice of many 
angels round about the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands”, 


_ We, of course, understand that we cannot 
take all this literally. It would have very little 
meaning for us if we did. The “four living 
creatures” have received many interpretations. - 
Some commentators think they rank higher 
than do the redeemed, while others hold the 
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opinion that they represent a kind of imper- 
sonal creation. The interpretation which we 
accept is as follows: The work of Christ will 
redeem not only man but also the entire groan- 
ing creation. Creation will be renewed. We 
expect to see a new heaven and a new earth. 
God’s people will be cared for first and imme- 
diately after they have been provided for, the 
earth will be renewed. It will be made a proper 
habitation for redeemed man. In this new cre- 
ation God’s majesty will be reverenced. There 
will be a new and a pure energy. There will be 
a new wisdom and intelligence. All of God’s 
powerful agencies will work rapidly. These 
then are the characteristics of the new creation 
—majesty, power, wisdom and rapidity. The 
“four and twenty elders” represent the Church. 
They represent the believers of the Old Testa- 
ment and all the redeemed of the New Testa- 
ment. They represent the whole body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. They who sing are God’s 
freedmen. They are the ones who have been 
redeemed by the Lamb of God. They have re- 
ceived the forgiveness of sins. They have been 
adopted into the family of the Heavenly Father. 
They are the prodigals who have returned to 
the Father’s home. Only those who have been 
washed white in the blood of the Lamb can sin 

this song. : 
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II. Wuat Is tHe Content or Tus SonG? 


In our study of the actual content of this 
song we want, first of all, to find the central 
theme. Every address, every sermon, every 
book must have a central thought. Every song 
must have a theme and the central theme of the 
Song of the Redemed is—“REDEMPTION”. It 
is— 

“Worthy art thou to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and didst purchase unto God with thy blood 
men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, 
and nation, and madest them to be unto our 
God a kingdom and priests; and they reign 
upon the earth”, 


Redemption means the buying back, the de- 
livering. Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of the 
lost souls of men. He is the central theme of 
this new song. In connection with this theme 
there is an interesting story. It is as follows: 
There was a sealed book in the hand of God. 
No one was able to unlock the seven seals of 
this book. This sorely troubled John who says, 
“And I wept much, because no one was found 
worthy to open the book, or to look thereon”. 
While John was weeping because no one could 
open this book one of the elders approached 
him and said, “Weep not; behold, the Lion that 
is of the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
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hath overcome to open the book and the seven 
seals thereof”. John looks up and there “in the 
midst of the throne” he saw “a Lamb standing” 
and then he heard the New Song. Why was 
John so concerned because no one could apen 
the book? What was so important about this 


book? It contained God’s great purposes. It. 


was a sealed book. A Revealor was necessary. 
Jesus is that Revealor. He takes the book and 
opens it. He is God’s Revelation. He is the 
Revealor of God’s will. All truth is in His keep- 
ing. The truth of prophecy is His. He is the 
Truth of the Gospel. He is the Truth of the 
future. He reveals how God will deal with the 
Church, the world, and each individual soul. 
Jesus Christ not only knows the will and the 
purpose of God, but is also the Administrator 
of that Divine will and purpose. Jesus says, 


“All authority hath been given unto Me in 


heaven and earth”. Why has all this authority 
been given to Him? It is His because He braved 
the wrath of a holy God. It is His because He 


was slain. It is His because He has redeemed — 


lost man by His precious blood. It is His be- 
cause He conquered death. Jesus’ wonderful, 
vicarious sacrifice justifies the Father in giving 
to the Son this singular honor. 


What are the results of all this? We were 
under the sway of the enemy of our soul. We 


The New Song - ° $9 


were strangers to the Most High. We were 
under condemnation. When we were in our 
state of hopelessness and helplessness Jesus 
came to us. He volunteered to help us and to 
save us. He became our Hope. By the sacri- 
fice of His life He saved us. Safe in His eternal 
kingdom we can sing— 


“Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

Hither by Thy help I’m come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home.- 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood”. 


’ Another great result is that salvation is for 
all nations. The salvation of Jesus Christ is not 
for the Jew only. It is not the right of a single 
nation. It is not the property of any one de- 
nomination. It is for all those who believe on 
Jesus, the Christ. Before His ascension Jesus 
gave His Great Commission. At Pentecost He 
gave to the waiting Church the Spirit of Power. 
It was the purpose of Jesus that this Spirit 
should sanctify the gospel to the hearts of all 
peoples. He wanted men of every tongue, peo- 
ple and ration. Jesus wants His Church to be 
the Holy Catholic Church. His aim is “Out of 
many—ONE”; all saved by the same Divine — 
power; all to give praise to the same Lord. Oh 
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what a unifying power proceeds from the Cross 
of Christ! Let men sing those other words of 
Robert Robinson— 


“Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount—I’m fix’d upon it— 
Mount of Thy redeeming love. 


“O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for Thy court’s above’’. 


Ill. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS 
Sona? 


It isa new song. The angels of heaven have 
been singing before. They minister to God in 
song, but they could not know this song before 
Calvary. They could not sing it before Calvary 
was an accomplished fact. It is a song that 
never would have been sung if man had not 
fallen into sin. It never could have been sung 
if the Lord Jesus Christ had not died for lost 
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‘man. It is a new song. It “strikes notes which — 
the other songs do not strike”. It is THE song 
of heaven. 

It is a song characterized by its volume. It 
is as the voice of many waters. It is like unto 
the voice of great thunder, rolling along in the 
skies and filling all who hear with awe and 
wonder because of its majesty. All the angels 
of heaven will hymn that song. All the re- 
deemed of Glory will swell the sound. 

It is an accompanied song. In the olden days 
the children of Israel used instruments as ac- 
companiments to their songs of praise. David 
played the harp when he sang God’s praises. 
In the one hundred and fiftieth Psalm we read 
of Israel being called to praise God “with trum- 
pet sound—psaltery and harp—timbrel and 
dance—stringed instruments and pipes—loud 
cymbals—high sounding cymbals”. In. the 
fourteenth chapter of Revelation we read— 


“And I heard a voice from heaven, as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of a 
great thunder: and the voice which I heard 
was the voice of the harpers harping with 

their harps”. 


It is an anticipatory song. The choir which . 
John heafd was not the full heavenly choir. The 


great ingathering had scarcely begun. How 
many there were who were yet to come! How 
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great the number of unsaved! What a multi- 
tude who had not yet heard “the old, old story 
of Jesus and His love”! All the nations of earth 
did not know of the Christ when John heard 
this song. Many nations were yet unborn. 
Christendom was in its infancy. The great mis- 
sionary movements were enterprises of the dis- 
tant future. What a throng that will be when 
Jesus has His entire chorus with Him! Men, 
women, boys and girls from every race and 
every clime will be there to help swell that 
glorious “Hallelujah Chorus” as they sing— 


“Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
All that breathe, Jehovah praise; 
Let the voices God hath given 
Joyful anthems to Him raise”. 


It will be a unanimous song. The redeemed 
will not listen for they will sing. They will not 
have others sing praise to God for them. They 
desire to sing. They can sing. They must sing. 
The singing of that choir will be flawless con- 
gregational singing. The spirit with which the 
glorious hosannas of heaven will be sung is the 
spirit of praise and gratitude. These songs will 
be songs of adoration and thanksgiving. There 
will be no dissension in heaven. The harmony 
will be perfect. Discords are no longer known. 
ALL will praise the Savior by singing-— 
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“Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to 

receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, 

and might, and honor, and glory, and 

blessing”’. 
“And every created thing which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and on 
the sea, and all things that are in them, heard I 
saying— 

“Unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and 

unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and the 

honor, and the glory, and the dominion, for. 

ever and for ever”. 


After the surrender of General Robert E. Lee 
many of the Union soldiers marched up the 
famous Avenue in the City of Washington. The 
President of the United States of America was 
there. The cabinet officers were present. Men 
who held high offices in the political world were 
among those who watched this great parade. 
Generals and colonels, admirals and commo- 
dores, statesmen, diplomats by the scores and 
citizens by the thousands were present to wit- 
ness this marvelous spectacle. First came the 
men who had donned the blue uniform after the 
last draft. They were recognized by the wit- 
nessing multitudes. Next came the men who 
had served?a full year. They were received 
more enthusiastically. Then came the men who 
had served two years. It is said by those who 
were present that one could feel a thrill pass 
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through that mighty host of applauding citizens. 
Finally came those who had served the entire 
period of the war. Their uniforms were torn. 
Many were in rags. Some were bandaged. 
Others were crippled, some were walking with a 
crutch or a cane, while not a few carried empty 
sleeves. When these heroes of the nation passed 
by the scene became indescribable. The ac- 
claiming multitudes mingled their tumultous 
cheers with tears of joy. The President could 
not restrain his tears and he with others on the 
reviewing stand wept openly at the sight of 
these returned heroes. If the sight of these 
veterans who fought to preserve the Union filled 
the people with such enthusiasm, what will not 
the multitudes of heaven do when they, as the 
redeemed, meet their Lord face to face? They 
will behold the Crucified One, the Lord with 
the scarred brow, whose extended hands still 
bear the imprint of the nails. 

What a meeting! Words can never describe 
this scene. Our imaginations cannot produce 
such a demonstration or think of such a re- 
union. Do you want to sing in that choir? Do 
you want to be one of the singers in the Halle- 
lujah Chorus? If you wish to, get in tune to- 
day. Tomorrow may be too late. Learn to sing 
the praises of Jesus, your Lord, today. God — 


grant that you may be a member of the heaven- 
ly choir. 
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Ill 
GOD OUR GUIDE 


“For this God is our God for ever and 
ever: He will be our guide even unto 
death”.—Psalm 48: 14. 


HIS Psalm is a song of praise. In it the 

Psalmist gives praise to Jehovah for His 
power and goodness in building, protecting and 
saving His Church. Jehovah has been a faith- 
ful God and in this Psalm the Psalmist sings 
forth the praise of his God. Jehovah had led 
the people to victory and power. His “loving- 
kindness” had led the people into pleasant 
places. Jehovah’s “right hand—full of right- 
eousness”—had been extended unto them and 
they had prospered. In this Psalm the writer 
testifies that the beauty and glory of Zion is 
due to the guidance of Jehovah, the Eternal 
God. 

There is nothing the believer needs as much 
as a guide. Our day is a day of trouble, agita- 
tion, excitemerit and temptation. It is a day 
in which no man can remain on his feet—“right 
side up”—in his own strength. We need an in- 
structor, a helper, a guide. Happy is the man 
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who can say, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want”. Happy is the man who with assur- 
ance can sing— 


“He leadeth me, O blessed thought, 
O words with heavenly comfort fraught; 
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me”. 


I. We NEED Gop’s GUIDANCE 


“It is not in man to mark his own way” is 
the conviction of those who travel the spiritual 
highway. We cannot find the way. We cannot 
blaze the trail. We all must be “kept by the 
power of God to salvation, ready to be revealed 
at the last day”. We are prone to wander and 
we are often times weak-willed. We are suscep- 
tible to temptations and many are the times that 
we are lured from the path of rectitude by 
forbidden things. 

We may well ask—what is the purpose 
of this Divine guidance? The answer is two- 
fold. The first purpose is that we may fulfill 
well our earthly mission. The second purpose 
is that we may ultimately be led to the home of 
many mansions. This guide will help us fight 
the battle, run the race, keep the faith, win the 


' victor’s diadem. 


To be a guide it is supposed that one knows 
the way; that he has traveled this way before; 
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that he knows all the dangers which are to be 


encountered on the way; that he is positive that 
he can overcome all the difficulties associated 
with the traversing of the highway; and finally 
that he is sure that he will eventually and in 
safety, at a stated time, lead his party home. 
Such a guide is our God. 


“There is a Power whose care 
Teaches thy way along that pathless coast 
The desert and illimitable air— 
Lone wandering, but not lost. 


“He who, from zone to zone, © 
Guides thro’ the boundless sky thy certain flight, 
In the long way that I must tread alone, 
Will lead my steps aright”. 


II. How Does Gop GUIDE? 


In the days of old He led Israel with the 
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night. When Jesus was among men He said, 
“Follow Me”. How does He guide today? Let 
us note a few of the ways which God employs 
to guide His people. 

God guides through His Word. “Thy Word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path” is, the ‘word of the Psalmist. A certain 
writer once wrote, “When God’s Word speaks 
plainly on the question we need ask no more.” » 
The believer needs not to ask, “Must I love? 
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Should I consecrate my life to the service of the 
Lord? Should I love the people of God? Shall 
I live a godly life?” All these are the will of God 
and your sanctification. God’s Word is su- 
preme. We need no special guide when His 
Word is the guide of our lives. 


God guides by His providences. The provi- 
dences of God are always good. An eminent 
writer has said, “It is plain that God would 
never require a blind man to do work which 
requires keen eye-sight nor a deaf man to do 
work which requires sharpness of hearing; nor 
an unlearned man to translate the Bible into a 
heathen tongue”. When people follow their 
own desires.and forget to counsel with God they 
always happen upon the wrong paths. Joshua 
accepted the circumstantial evidence of the 
mouldy bread and the dusty garments. He was 
tricked into an agreement. Let this incident 
teach us that circumstances should be tested by 
thought and prayer. We should in this way dis- 
cover whether they are the traps of tricksters 
or the will of God. 


There are times in the Christian’s life when 
he stands at the parting of the ways. He must 
choose. Alternatives have presented themselves. 
He stands perplexed and confused. He is in a 
dilemma. In such a time let the Christian pray, 
and as he prays every lesson learned at Jesus’ 
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feet, knowledge, experience, Bible truth comes 
to illumine the mind and to help show the way. 
God guides through His blessed providences. 


God guides by His Spirit. It is related of a 
pastor overseas who was greatly used by God 
in performing His work, that he knew the secret 
of earnest prayer. It is said of this godly soul 
that he would sit and think a long time before 
he prayed that he might first get in contact with 
the Spirit of God. His consecrated knowledge 
gave him assurance. He believed as he prayed 
—for he was a Spirit-led man. 


This guidance is enjoyed after a long and 
close walk with God. We must be certan of 
God’s voice for evil spirits would lead us astray. 
We must be cautious. We know each other’s 
voices because we have heard them repeatedly. 
We may know the sound of God’s voice by fre- 
quently listening to what God has to say. Jesus 
said, “My sheep know My voice; they know not 
the voice of strangers and flee from them”. The 
Spirit will lead us to victory and to undreamed 
of triumphs if we will but allow Him to be our 
guide. Every victorious life is the Spirit-led life. 


God guides through—waiting. The glass of 
water may be muddy. The problem before us 
is—How shall we clear it? The answer is a 
simple one—by waiting. Life presents situa- 
tions which are full of uncertainties. We want 
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to see through these problems at once. Our im- 
patient spirits chafe under what seems to be un- 
necessary delay. We realize, however, that to 
rush right ahead would spell disaster for our- 
selves and our cause. Soon time clears the at- 
mosphere of its mists and fogs and we proceed. 
We then see clearly how to choose our path. 
We have learned the lesson—“They that believe 
shall not hasten”. 


God guides by means of the extraordinary 
and the ordinary. Paul’s being brought to 
Philippi was an extraordinary leading of God. 
How strange and wonderful was that guidance 
of the Spirit of God! How different from what 
Paul had anticipated! Peter’s vision of the great 
sheet containing different kinds of animals for 
food, showing him that God was no respecter of 
persons, was an extraordinary leading of God. 
The evangelization of the New Hebrides through 
the consecrated ministry of John G. Paton was 
an extraordinary leading of God. The great 
revivals of history demonstrate to us the extra- 
ordinary factor in God’s guidance of mankind. 
However, no believer should look for this un- 
usual guidance. It is better that men follow the 
admonition of Samuel to Saul. “Do as occasion 
serves thee”. It is better that we take one step 
at a time. Cardinal Newman knew the secret 


God Our Guide 51 


of he life of the ordinary when he penues the. 
following words: 


“Lead, kindly Light, amid th’ encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
Lead Thou me on. é 
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see— 
The distant scene; one step enough for me”. 


We make most of our mistakes in life when 
we endeavor to see beyond the bend of the 
river. It is not for human eyes to see beyond 
the turn of the road. One step at a time may be 
a severe test, but with God it should be a de- 
light. It is in this way that God promotes the 
spiritual growth of His children. Abraham fol- 
lowed God. He did not know where God was 
leading him. He believed that God knew the 
way and that was enough for him. Small won- 

der that he is called “Father of the Faithful”. 


It has also been said that “God leads by stops 
as well as by steps”. A God-fearing man’s stops 
as well as his steps are ordered by the Lord. 
There were reasons why the pillar of cloud 
stopped at certain times while leading the 
children of Israel to the Promised Land. God 
has reasons for the “stops” of His children. He 
wants to teach us a lesson. It may be a hard 
lesson, a sad lesson, or it may be a lesson of joy 
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and gladness. God frequently stops His children | 
that He may speak to them. Therefore, let us 
as Christians “wait upon the Lord, and He shall 
strengthen our hearts”. 


III. In FoLLow1nG THE GUIDANCE OF Gop WE 
Must Nor Try THE SHORT-CUTS 


A group of men was crossing a great glacier. 
The guide informed his party that they would 
soon make a detour. It would be a little longer 
by way of the detour but it would be a safer 
route. One man, desirous of giving heed to his 
own thoughts in the matter, refused to follow 
the party. Without informing the members of 
the party that he was going the shorter way he 
slipped away from them. The guide soon 
noticed that one member of his party was gone. 
He hastened back and as he ran he called to 
the wandering member of the party to return. 
After a hurried trip across the ice he found his 
man, grabbed hold of him just as the man was 
about to lose his life in a crack in the glacier. 
Our Guide may sometimes seem to be too slow. 
We may be too impatient. We want immediate 
results. We think that by taking short-cuts we 
can make better time. Let us remember that 
there are no spiritual short-cuts. Jesus said, 
“IT am the Way”’—and there is no other way. “It 
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is better to make detours with God, than to 
make short-cuts without Him”. 


Many people bring themselves into a laby- 
rinth of suffering because they rely upon the 
word of man rather than upon the judgment 
and illumination of the Spirit of God. God 
never reveals the sum total of His knowledge. 
He has secrets and we must respect them. Peter 
was rebuked because he wanted to know the 
will and purpose of God concerning John’s life 
and service. We are so much like little children, 
in fact, we are but little children grown up. A 
child learns to walk, but it falls many times be- 
fore it really can walk unassisted by those in 
the home. We walk in the spiritual realm only 
after we have fallen a great number of times. 
We need help. We need guidance or we may 
travel straight to destruction. The child of God 
may in all confidence rely upon God. At times 
the way may appear to be dark and dreary. 
Help may seem to be far away from him. His 
heart speaks forth the words, “My soul waiteth 
for the Lord, more than watchers for the morn- 
ing”, and the answer comes clearly and surely, 

“J will guide thee with Mine eye”. 

God will guide us to the end of the journey. 

No matter how dark the night, how rough the 
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way, how deep ‘the valley, how steep the moun- 
tain, how long the wait, how burdensome the 
load, how heavy the heart, remember— 


“Thy Protector is the Lord, 
Shade for thee He will afford; 
Neither sun nor moon shall smite, 
God shall guard by day and night. 
‘He will ever keep thy soul, 
What would harm He will control; 
In the home and by the way 
He will keep thee day by day”. 


God will bring us safely home. Perfect light 
and perfect knowledge will be ours. In the 
“Land of Pure Delight” the roughness and the 
hardships of the long road will soon be forgot- 


ten in the joy of being with the Guide of our 
souls. 


“Show me, O God, I pray, 
The little while I stay, 
A wiser, better way 
To spend my life; 
I do not want to waste 
My golden hours in haste, 
Or efforts all misplaced, 
And useless strife. 


Fs 
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Years swiftly come and go, 
And as I older grow, 
I see the needless woe 
Man causes man; 
Minds warped with jealousy, 
Hearts torn in agony, 
Blind eyes that will not see, 
The larger plan. 


And so I ask of Thee, 

Thy guidance give to me, 

My heart from error free, 
Hold Thou my hand. 

Keep all my thoughts aright, 

My feet in paths of right 

Let me not dread the night 
But fearless stand”. 
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IV 
MISSIONS 


“Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I commanded you: 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world’.—Matt. 28: 19, 20. 


HOMAS A. EDISON has in his laboratory a 

phonograph record which he values very 
highly. The peer of inventors holds this record 
dear to his heart because it contains the mes- 
sage spoken by Prince George of Greece—“Hail, 
Edison! Greatest of inventors! George, Prince 
of Greece, salutes you!” This is indeed a worth- 
while message, but men know of another mes- 
sage which was spoken not by an earthly prince 
but by the Prince of Peace. The message of this 
Prince is greater in content and meaning than 
the message which Thomas A. Edison so dearly 
cherishes. It is the message which is treasured 
in God’s Word and which is known as the Great 
Commission. 

Several great commissions have been given 
in the history of our country. When George 
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Washington was made commander-in-chief of — 
the Colonist Armies, Benjamin Franklin was 
sent on a most important commission to Europe. 
Since that day many and great have been the 
commissions given to men in this land of ours, 
but the greatest of all commissions is the one of 
_ our Lord. It is not a limited commission. It 
obligates every saved soul. In the carrying out 
of this commission every Christian is expected 
to be a soul-winner. Its word will be binding 
until the Day of Jesus Christ. Consider with us 
the reasons for our belief in Missions. 


I. Gop Wits Tuts Work 


God has begun the work of reclamation and 
He will complete it. The means which He em- 
ploys is the missionary enterprise. When God 
had completed His work of creation He pro- 
nounced it “good”. He will some day pronounce 
His work of re-creation “good”. At this very 
time He is busily engaged in establishing the 
“Holy Catholic Church”. God wills that men 
shall come to Him and receive His blessings. It 
grieves His heart that men are outside His fold. 
He still calls out, “I have spread out my hands 
all the day unto a rebellious people, that walk 
in a way that is not good, after their own 
thoughts”. The Pharisee asks, “Is it possible 
that God can love a wicked, rebellious, repul- 
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sive sinner?” The Christian replies, “I am the — 


best answer which can be given in reply to that 
question. I am proof that God does love such 
folks”. God loved Adam who undid himself 
and the whole race. He loved a rebellious and 
an idol-worshipping Manasseh. He loved a 
demon-filled Magdalene. He loved a slaughter- 
ing Saul of Tarsus. He loved an evil and licen- 
tious Augustine. God hates the evil ways of the 
sinner but He loves the sinner’s soul. One has 
well said, “The essence of superstition is that 
God is against us, but the essence of Christian- 
ity is that God is for us”. In answer to those 
who feel that God does not love men we may 
well ask this question, “Why did He provide a 
Pentecost?” Other questions present them- 
selves, namely, “Why did God send the Spirit 
who was to give the Apostles the power to wit- 
ness? To whom were they to witness if not to 
the unsaved of earth? Why did God allow the 
matchless achievements of the Early Church if 
they were not His will?” 


The Church of Jesus Christ is an inclusive 
Church. It is not an exclusive Church. In the 
days of old it excluded all who were not of 
Israel after the flesh, save a few. It was Jesus 
who broke down the barriers and commanded, 
“Go ye out into all the world”. The New Testa- 
ment Church is a Missionary Church and all her 
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‘members should be missionaries. They should 
labor in the modern Jerusalems, Judzas and 
Samarias. Every soul that has found forgive- 
ness at the foot of. the Cross of Jesus Christ is’ 
duty bound to help others to that forgiveness. 
Many stories have come to us out of the World 
War of self-forgetful men, who at the risk of 
their lives, have given the few drops of water 
in their canteens to their wounded comrades or 
enemies, who lay suffering and dying upon the 
field of battle. Oh how these brave and self- 
sacrificing soldiers put to shame many Chris- 
tians who possess great portions of spiritual and 
material wealth, Christians who never lift their 
voices to witness for Christ nor lift their hands 
to help men find the Lord Jesus! Every Chris- 
tian should be moved to action by the plight of 
a needy brother. He should be as the man found 
on a ship which was locked between great ice- 
packs of the Arctic regions. When the rescuing 
- party discovered him, he said, “Never mind me 
now—there is another man below this deck 
whom you can save”. Every saved soul is a 
member of God’s evangelistic commission. The 
“YE” of the Great Commission is the second 
person plural, The saved soul may not in a 
spirit of “complacency say, “Well, I am saved. 
That was my only concern. I am of Jacob and 
I am all right, for ‘Esau have I hated and Jacob 
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have I loved’”. It was of such that Jesus said, 
“Unless your righteousness shall exceed that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven’. The saved 
soul is called to a spiritual service and not to a 
spiritual indolence. 


II. THe Missionary ENTERPRISE BEING Gop’s 
WILL SHOULD BE THE WILL OF MAN 


It is because God’s will is our will that we 
walk where Jesus walked. Jesus was a city 
missionary. He labored in Jerusalem, Jericho 
and Capernaum. We would follow Him into 
the city where the throngs dwell. We would 
labor among the dispersed Jews of our land 
who dwell in our great centers. Jesus was a 
home missionary. He labored in Samaria, 
Judza, Galilee and Perea. We would walk with 
Him to the Indians and to the Mountaineer 
Highlanders of our beloved land. Jesus was a 
foreign missionary. He went to Tyre and Sidon. 
He brought in the Syro-Phoenician woman. We 
go with Him today to China, Japan, Africa, and 
the Islands of the Seas. Jesus was a medical 
missionary. He cured the ills of humanity. He 
raised the dead. We walk with Him into our 
.mission hospitals where suffering heathen are 
cured of their maladies and find Jesus, the 
Great Physician. Jesus was a missionary for 
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youth. He sought out the children and blessed __ 
them. We would go with Him and help uphold 
and strengthen our youth in the knowledge of 
the Savior. We would have them know about 
the kingdom of heaven. We would have them 
realize that it is theirs. We would give them 
a Christian education. We would offer them 
the treasures of His Holy Word. Jesus was a 
missionary to the wrecks of humanity. He saved 
the social outcasts. We would go with Him to 
our Rescue Missions, to the work of the Salva- 
tion Army in the slums, and by His help and 
grace reclaim those who are “down, but not 
out”. We are His co-laborers. We must go with 
Him saying, “Where He leads me I will follow”. 


We know that this is our task because of the 
power which God bestows upon us for service. 
All power is His.. All authority has been given 
unto Him. It is this power which Christianizes 
civilizations and heathendom alike. Every re- 
ligion has the power within itself to do a certain 
amount of moral good. These religions can 
train, educate and civilize, but that is their limit 
of usefulness. They cannot save the soul and 
thus regenerate society. Can an organist play 
his best when the bass stops have been elimi- 
nated? Can a man run faster on one leg than 
he can on two? Can the arch stand without the 
keystone? Is the part equal to the whole? Jesus 
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supplies what all the other religions lack. He 
is the Power. He supplies man with the power 
of the new birth. 

This power is found in the wonderful influ- 
ence of the Gospel. It is “the power of God 
unto salvation”. In the areas of earth where 
the Gospel is not found there are no doctors to 
' prescribe, no drug stores to fill the prescrip- 
tions, no hospitals to care for the ill and the in- 
jured. In the lands enthralled by the darkness 
of heathendom you will not find the press, the 
radio, the telegraph, the automobile, the air- 
plane, the comforts of our Christianized civili- 
zation. The natives of the far away Northland 
call the airplane “The Flying Devil”. God is 
using science to bring the world to His feet. He 
will employ all these by-products of Christian- 
ity to the salvation of men and to the glory of 
His great name. 


Ill. We BE.iEvE In Missions WHEN WE 
MepiTaTE Upon THE MEANS Gop Has 
GIVEN TO CONVERT THE WORLD 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not like the 
snow which piles itself into a great heap. It is 
like the water which flows and spreads. It can- 
not be localized. The Gospel is the “River of 
God” blessing every nation with peace, pros- 
perity, and salvation. 
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- “God’s city is forever blest 
With living waters welling; 
Since God is there she stands unmoved 
*Mid tumults round her swelling; 
God speaks and all is peace, 
From war the nations cease; 
The Lord of Hosts is nigh, 
Our Father’s God Most High 
Is our eternal dwelling”’. 


The history of missions from Apostolic Days 
to the present time reveals that every hostile 
movement which has attempted to thwart the | 
purpose of God to evangelize and Christianize 
all peoples has ignominiously failed. Evil men 
tried to smother it as it lay in the manger! They 
tried to behead it in Bethlehem. The devil en- 
deavored to buy it in the wilderness. Infidels 
have mocked it, but still this Gospel goes on to 
illumine the minds of men. Men would have 
starved it, but again they failed. They crucified 
and buried it, but it rose in power. It still lives 
and will live, for it is the Eternal Gospel. It is 
the Gospel that strikes immediately at the needs 
of the human heart. It is the only Gospel that 
has diagnosed the disease of the human heart, 
offered the remedy and affected the cure. It 
does not comfort the man in the pit by telling 
him to believe that he is not in a pit. It does 
not take away the sting of man’s conscience by 
him to believe that he is not in a pit. It does 
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not mock men. It does not trifle with the sacred 
things of man’s soul. It shows to men their 
wounds and applies the balm. It shows to them 
their bondage and with its hammers it breaks 
into bits the enshackling chains. It reveals to 
man his nakedness and gives him the needed 
garment. It shows man his poverty and pours 
into his lap the treasure of heaven. It unfolds’ 
to man the awfulness and guilt of his sin and 
at the same time sends an Almighty Redeemer 
who releases him from it all. It is the true Gos- 
pel of a Loving Lord. It is the Gospel that 
shows the way. A little girl was lost in the 
streets of one of our great cities. She met an 
officer of the law and inquired of him about the 
location of her home. The advice of the police- 
man was as follows: “Go down this street a half 
mile, then turn and cross the bridge, go two 
blocks west, one north, follow the river, and 
you will find your home”. The little girl be- 
wildered more than ever did not know which 
way toturn. A friend of the child’s parents was 
standing nearby and overheard the conversa- 
tion. She saw the terrified expression that com- 
pletely covered the child’s countenance. She 
heard the bewildering directions of the police- 
man. She could stand it no longer and rushed 
up to the child and said, “Come. Give me your 
hand. I will take you home for I know where 
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your home is”. The Gospel never bewilders— 
it sees us safely home. 


IV. WeE BELIEvE iN Missions WHEN WE 
THINK OF THE SELF-SACRIFICE AND SUF- 
FERING OF Gop’s MISSIONARY PIONEERS. 


Alexander, the Caesars, Napoleon I, all have 
tried to bring the world to their feet. Their am- 
bitions were for personal glory. Not so with 
the Heralds of the Cross. They labor and suffer 
not for themselves but for the glory of God. 
Souls are their joy. They brave pestilence, 
disease, famine, wild beasts, the fury of heathen 
and barbarian tribes, the ire of heathen “medi- 
cine men”, insurrections, deportations, death— 
because of their love for Christ and their fel- 
lowmen. Their monuments? Their rewards? 
“They have done what they could”. Their tri- 
umphs? Hundreds have followed the pioneer 
missionaries to heathen lands. Native workers 
are numbered by the thousands, and adherents 
and believers are numbered by the tens of 
thousands. It was Henry Martyn who said, “If 
I ever see a Hindu converted to Jesus Christ I 
shall see something more nearly approaching 
the resurrection from the dead than anything I 
have yet seen”. Since then thousands of such 
miracles have taken place. The head hunters 
of Borneo, once a feared and treacherous tribe, 
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have become worshippers of the Christ. No- 
where is man as safe as he is in their midst. An 
experienced traveler has said of them, “I have 
been robbed by white men in America, by red 
men in South America, by yellow men in China, 
by black men in Africa, but among these former 
head hunters of Borneo I have never lost a 
thing”. Study the marvelous sweep of the 
Christian missionary enterprise and you will 
exclaim—“What hath God wrought”! The Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ is found in most every clime, 
in the islands of the seas, on every continent. 
Other religions are restricted by custom and 
clime. They cannot be universal religions. Of 
Mohammedanism it has been remarked that it 
can only grow where the palm tree flourishes. 
This is not true of the Gospel of our Lord, for— 


“In Christ there is no East or West, 
In Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of Love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


“In Christ now meet both East and West, 
In Him meet South and North; 
All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth’. 


On the Fourth of July, a century and a half 
ago, the old sexton of the Federal Building rang 
the bell which announced to the world that, 
henceforth, the American Colonies would be in- 
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dependent and free. But at what a price! — 
Through war, suffering, sacrifice and death this 
freedom was purchased. Several hundred years 
before the Advent of our Lord the great Court 
Prophet sounded forth the announcement: 


“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations; 
spare not: lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes. For they shall spread abroad 
on the right hand and on the left; and thy 
seed shall possess the nations, and make the 
desolate cities to be inhabited”. _ 


Nearly two score centuries ago Jesus pulled 
the same bell cord and sent forth the command 
which we find contained in the Great Commis- 
sion. Less than two centuries ago Carey rang 
this same Gospel bell. The Church, asleep, 
awakened; rubbed her eyes and discovered her 
delinquency.’ The fields were white unto the 
harvest and there were no workers. Since that 
day the Gospel Bell has sent its pealing notes 
echoing and re-echoing down the years. God 
forgive us for our lingering lethargy in respect 
to His great work of reclaiming the lost. We 
have fallen asleep on the job. Let us set to the 
task of winning the world for Christ in the next 
generation. is . 

What then is our task? 

Our work must be intensified and extended. 
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We must make strong and willing the home 
base. We must go forth and evangelize. We 
are to go to the dispersed of our land, to those 
in the cities, valleys and mountain fastnesses. 
From there our vision must carry us to foreign 
parts—wherever the Spirit leads us. Our field 
is from the rising to the setting sun. It is from 
“Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s coral 
strand”. Jesus said, “This Gospel shall be 
preached in all the earth for a testimony unto 
all the nations; and then the end shall come”. 
That was our Master’s view of the field. As 
Christians and as His followers our view cannot 
be different. 


We must pray for the coming of the King- 
dom of God into the hearts of the unsaved. We 
must pray for workers for the harvest fields. 
We are commanded to do so. Can we forget 
Elijah on Mount Carmel? Has the memory of 
Pentecost faded from our recollection? Have 
the prayers of the great reformers no hold upon 
us any longer? Do we not recall the scene of 
the Hay Stack Prayer Meeting, where students 
of Williams College wrestled with God in 
prayer for the coming of His Kingdom and for 
guidance for their own careers? Has this scene 
which more than any other single factor started 
the great movement of missions in America 
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slipped from our memories? Surely we are to 
pray. In the second Psalm we read, 


“Ask of Me, and I will give thee the nations 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession”. 


We must give of our time, talent and treas- 
ure. In a large city church a missionary offer- 
ing was being received. At the end of one of 
the pews sat a prominent citizen of the com- 
munity. The plate reached him. He took it and 
without giving anything passed it on to the 
usher with the remark, “I do not believe in mis- 
sions”. Quick as a flash the young man replied, 
“Then you take what is on the plate, sir, it is for 
the heathen”. The heathen willingly give that 
success may attend the enterprises which are 
dear to their hearts. History informs us that 
the daughters of Carthage cut off their long hair 
and gave their fair tresses to Hannibal that they 
might be used for the bows of his archers. God 
give us the spirit of liberality! God make us 
honest stewards of the treasure which He has so 
abundantly bestowed upon us! God loves a 


cheerful giver. God loves the faithful tither.. 


This world must hear the Gospel. We are to 
bring the loaves and the fishes. The Spirit of 
God will do the rest. Victory is certain. “Israel 
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shall be saved, and the fulness of the Gentiles 
shall come in”, and— 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun, 
Doth her successive journeys run”. 


God will gather His own out of every tongue, 
tribe and people. “And I saw, and behold a 
white horse, and he that sat on him had a bow; 
and there was given unto him a crown: and he 
went forth conquering, and to conquer”. 


“Stir me, Oh! stir me, Lord, I care not how, 
But stir my heart in passion for the world! 
Stir me to give, to go—but most to pray; 
Stir, till the blood-red banner be unfurled, 
O’er lands that still in deepest darkness lie, 
O’er deserts where no cross is lifted high. 


“Stir me, Oh! stir me, Lord. The heart was stirred 
By love’s intensest fire, till Thou didst give 
Thine only Son, Thy best-beloved One, 
Even to the dreadful Cross, that I might live; 
Stir me to give myself so back to Thee, 
That Thou can’st give Thyself again through me”. 
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V 
THE SECRET THINGS OF GOD 


“The secret things belong unto Je- 
hovah our God’.—Deuteronomy 29: 29. 


HE MIND of man has been formed for the 

attainment of knowledge. Knowledge is 
light while ignorance is darkness. All men are 
not wise and the wisdom of many is foolishness. 
When God says, “I AM”, the atheist replies, 
“Thou are not”. When God says, “Have faith 
in Me”, the skeptic retorts, “I will not”. The 
Christian, however, realizing that his knowl- 
edge is limited by his own finiteness, says, “I 
will put my trust in Jehovah, for He will direct 
my paths”. It is enough for him to know that— 


“He who led through yesterday, 
_ Tomorrow’s path doth know”. 


The attitude of the Christian in reference to the 
hidden things of the Almighty should be that of 
a certain writer who said, “It is enough for me 
to know that God made me one of His children, 
though not one of His counsel”. 

Moses is speaking to the children of Israel. 
They had been disobedient and Moses is ex- 
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horting them to a renewed obedience to Jeho- 
vah their God. He calls to their remembrance 
the great things which God has done for them. 
For forty years Moses has suffered at the hands 
of this rebellious people. Moses reminds them 
that in spite of their recurrent attacks of dis- 
satisfaction, rebellion and sin, God has blessed 
them as He has not blessed any other people. 
He pronounced solemn injunctions against their 
waywardness and offers glorious promises if 
they will serve God faithfully. It is said that 
this address of the Great Deliverer so aston- 
ished the people that they were speechless. It 
is also said that the words of this text are not a 
part of the original discourse but the answer of 
Moses to the people’s questioning look. 


This text reveals to us the limit and the pur- 
pose of God’s revelation. It plainly states that 
there is variety in the secret things of God. For 
instance, there are some things hidden from 
man. They are still waiting for man to discover 
them and to reveal their secrets to an expectant 
world. Electricity, the radio, the conquest of 
the air can be enumerated as being of this gen- 
eral classification. Then, there are some things 
still unknown to man which-are awaiting the 
order of God to come forth and to reveal them- 
selves. They are still awaiting, in the Provi- 
dence of God, the time of their unfolding. Of 
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these it is said, “Even the mystery which hath 
- been hid from ages and from generations, but 
now is made manifest to His saints. We know 
in part, but we shall know ”. In this word 
we note that there are secret things which God 
some day will reveal to man. A third class is 
the type of secret things which are secret in one 
sense and not in another. We know the facts 
but not the reasons. We can see and feel the 
results, but we cannot explain the causes. For 
instance, we know and believe that Jesus Christ 
was human and divine, the God-Man, but we do 
not understand the possibility of it. A fourth 
class are the things which will ever remain hid- 
den from man. God will not allow His creatures 
to know the final purposes of His will. 


These hidden things are found in every 
sphere of human life. In the mental, physical 
and spiritual spheres there are things still un- 
known to man. In the natural world there are 
secret things still unknown to man. There is 
nothing new under the sun. Many of the things 
which we possess today are of recent discovery. 
A century ago the world knew nothing of the 
things which we today employ as a matter of 
- course and with the astonishing discoveries of 
scientists every passing year reveals to us many 
a secret thing brought to light. 


What are the secret things in religion? 
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God Himself is a great mystery. “Who can 
by searching find out God?” The Trinity, the 
Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, the Atonement 
and the future or apocalyptic things are all 
God’s great mysteries. God has given man suffi- 
cient mental and spiritual acumen that he 
can know them, but the whys and the where- 
fores are still within the counsel of the Al- 
mighty. 


The “why” of man’s salvation is to man a 
mighty mystery. Man, sinful, rebellious and 
under condemnation, is saved by a loving Lord. 
“How is it possible”, we ask, “that God would 
save sinful man from eternal condemnation?” 
We cannot understand the love of God. It puz- 
zles our brains as we attempt to solve the mys- 
tery. We want to know the “why” and the 
“how” of our salvation. We are not the only 
ones. The angels desire to look into the philoso- 
phy of man’s salvation but as man fails so they 
fail to grasp the deep and hidden things of God. 
In faith we bow to God’s great will saying, 
“How unsearchable are Thy decisions and Thy 
modes of education are undiscoverable”. 


There are secrets in the Providence of God. 
God moves in a mysterious manner to perform 
His marvels. God reigns but there are clouds 
and darkness around His throne. As intelligent 
creatures we would like to be able to solve the 
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perplexing problems which we discover in the 
Providence of God. Why are there so many 
without the Gospel today? Why have so many 
died without it? Why do so many of our fel- 
lowmen suffer poverty, sorrow and pain? Why 
does God take away so many of His saintly and 
useful workers who have just begun to labor 
for their Lord and whose beginnings promised — 
so much? Why are so many of His daughters 
widows, and why are so many of His sons 
widowers? Why does the worldly man enjoy 
the riches and comforts of earth when others 
who endeavor to walk in the ways of the Lord - 
have so little? One of God’s great saints said 
when reflecting upon this vexing problem of 
life, “I was envious at the foolish, when I saw 
the prosperity of the wicked”. Why must God’s 
own, too tired to live, ready to die, yes, even 
longing to lay down their burdens and go to the 
“Land of Pure Delight”, continue here? Why 
do God’s children have to pray, “Father, why 
dost Thou lead Thine own through deep waters 
where our thoughts are drowned?” 


What is the answer? It rises not from a 
brilliant intellect but from a “pure heart of 
faith”, which says, “God makes no mistakes”. 
A lad Was sitting on a veranda of a large sum- 
mer hotel. He could neither speak nor hear. 
He owned a splendid physique. His eyes 
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sparkled and his manner was that of a con- 
queror. It seemed to those who saw him that 
it was all a mistake. They said that God had 
blundered. One day a man summoned suffi- 
cient courage to hand the boy a slip of paper 
upon which he had written, “Why were you 
born deaf and dumb?” A strange light flashed 
in the lad’s eyes as he wrote with a steady hand, 
“Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy 
sight”. Mary discovered why the sword had to 
pierce her soul. Jacob learned why Joseph was 
to go to Egypt. Esther learned why she was 
called to the kingdom of a foreign land. We 
ask, “Will this end in our defeat?” No! God 
sits above the clouds and looks down upon His 
creation; and though we cannot see the purpose 
of it all, though we do not know what the final 
results of the unpleasant circumstances of life 
will bring forth, we believe that there is a 
working together of all things for the good of 
_ the family of God. God is Master. He knows 
all. Some day the clouds will break and “we 
will know even as we are known”. 


Our individual lives are encircled by mys- 
teries. The hymn writer has expressed it as 
follows: 

“Sometimes, ’mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
Sometimes, where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
By waters still, o’er troubled sea, 

Still *tis God’s hand that leadeth me”. 
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The answer comes in these words— 


“Not now, but in the coming years, 
We'll know the meaning of our tears; 
It may be in the better land, 

And then, sometime, we’ll understand”. 


Therefore our attitude Ehould be— 


“Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 
Nor ever murmur nor repine; 
Content, whatever lot I see, 

Since ’tis my God that leadeth me”. 


What is our duty in the light of these secret 
things? 

We must be satisfied with God’s grace. “It 
will do man no good to beat against the wires 
of the cage”. It is more important to get out of 
a burning building than to know how the fire 
started. We can be satisfied with God’s grace 
if we will be much in prayer. We must not re- 
fuse to pray because we cannot understand how 
God can answer prayer. We must not refuse 
to flee to Jesus Christ for our salvation because 
we do not understand the work of redemption. 
We must not refuse to be of service because in 
our minds we cannot understand how the doc- 
trine of fere-ordination and our service can be 
harmonized. In the Day of Judgment God will 
not ask, “Did you understand the doctrine of 
predestination?” The question which He will 
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direct to us for answer will be, “Did you accept 
the providences of My grace as My will?” 


We should rest assured that with regard to 
the mysteries of life God has His hand upon the 
throttle and that He is directing everything to a 
certain determinate end, an end which will 
prove to be for our good and to His glory. The 
pious Gilpin was accused of heresy before 
Bishop Bonner. Gilpin refused to flee though 
the opportunity of saving his life was offered 
to him. He thus followed out the motto of his 
life—“All things work for the best”. On his 
way home his leg was accidentally broken. He 
was forced to abandon the remainder of his 
journey for a time. One of his companions 
asked him, “Is this also for the good?” Gilpin 
replied that it was. While waiting for his leg to 
heal Queen Mary died and instead of being 
burned to death Gilpin returned to his home. 
Let every believer take Gilpin’s motto for his 
own and be content to leave the mysteries of 
life with God in whose counsel they rightfully 
belong. The testimony of aged Christians look- 
ing in retrospection upon all that has happened 
in their lives is that in the experiences through 
which they have passed God has done all things 
well. 


Man must not allow his curiosity to exceed 
his service. Teachers of a wicked philosophy 
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have done much to cause our young students to 
reject the doctrine of the Providence of God. 
They teach that it is inconsistent with man’s 
reason. Let us remember that God will not tell 
all that He knows, that there will ever be mys- 
teries in nature, that civilization will ever be 
faced by the reality of hidden things and that 
the mysteries of life will continue to puzzle the 
wisest of men. Let us be thankful that God has 
_ allowed us to know as much as we do know. In 
the long ago an old teacher gave as his first 
lesson to his pupils this proverb, “Be silent, re- 
strain from curiosity, check pride”. That holds 
for us today. Therefore, “Let us not endeavor 
to penetrate into the secret records of God’s 
holy tabernacle, but let us be satisfied that we 
are permitted to enter into the ante-chamber, 
and wait until the King shall call us higher to 
reveal to us what we may know”. 


We are not to be disturbed about the future. 
God has not left His world. He is still very 
much in evidence. Robert Browning in his 
poem “Pippa Passes” says, “God’s in His 
heaven, All’s right with the world”. Maltbie D. 
Babcock ‘in his poem, “This Is My Father’s 
World”, says— . 
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“This is my Father’s world, 

O let me not forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world, 
The battle is not done, 

Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and heaven be one”, 


Oh yes, sometimes we would ask God to lift the 
veil, but let us believe that “all things work to- 
gether for good to those who love the Lord”. 


We must pray. Dr. H. Foster, the founder 
of the Clifton Springs Sanitarium in New York 
State, was a man of marvelous power with God. 
Visitors would come and ask for the secret of 
his power in life. The explanation was evident 
when they were shown “the*two holes in the 
carpet of his room”. The man of prayer is the 
strong man. The man of prayer is the believ- 
ing man. He is the man who triumphs over 
doubts, fears and tears. He is the triumphant 
man. 


We must will what God wills. The secret 
of true happiness in life is, “If any man shall 
do His will, he shall know of the doctrine”. 
When a man discovers the will of God for his 
life he will know that God is his Father and 
that God, as his Father, will give him what is 
best. The man who owns God as his Heavenly 
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’ Father will live by faith as well as by sight. He 
will be satisfied with what God has so far re- 
vealed unto him. He will abide God’s time. He 
will keep God’s law. He will have for the Guide 
of his life—“The Will of God”. 


“Thy God hath said, ‘’Tis good for thee 
To walk by faith and not by sight’; 
Take it on trust a little while 
Soon shalt thou read the mystery right 
In the bright sunshine of His smile”. 


Let us seek submission and not satisfaction. 
Let us do our duty and glorify our God. 


x 
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VI 


DIVINE WORSHIP 


“Not forsaking our own assembling to- 
gether, as the custom of some is, but ex- 
horting one another; and so much the 
more, as ye see the day drawing nigh” — 
Hebrews 10: 25. 


HE STATIONS along the line are not the 

journey’s end. The bud is not the flower. 
It is the promise of one. Such are the Lord’s 
Days. They are the stations along the line tell- 
ing us of the destination further on. They are 
the buds telling us of the flowers to come. The 
six days of the week fasten a man to the world. 
They strive fiercely to keep a man a prisoner to 
the perishable and temporal factors of life. 
They seek to get man to forget the Sabbath Day. 
Our Lord, however, has given an open door of 
approach to Himself. He calls man to worship 
on the Sabbath Day, and this day, well ob- 
served, strikes the keynote for the week. In this 
day of the world’s history it is well for us to 
ask the question—“Why should we go to 
Church?” 


It is not our intention in this sermon to con- 
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sider the origin, composition and Head of the 
Church. We are desirous of showing you why 
you ought to attend divine worship. We are 
anxious that you should know what the church 
is and what it may mean to your life. There 
are many who ask, “Cannot we worship God at 
any time, on any day, according to our will?” 
To this we reply, “You surely can—you certain- 
ly should worship God every day and every- 
where”. But suppose we would leave this mat- 
ter optional with all the followers of the Lord | 
and give them the privilege of choosing the day 
for themselves, would there not be a Babel of 
Tongues, each man speaking his own thought 
with the result that God would be disgraced in- 
stead of praised? God has wisely selected the 
day upon which we are to worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. He has hallowed that day. It is 
the holy day of the week. It is true that men 
can worship God anywhere and everywhere— 
in the field, on the mountain top, on the sea, 
and in the air, but God has a meeting place 
where He waits to meet His own. God is every- 
where and man can worship God no matter 
where he is, but that does not permit man to 
forget the sanctuary. There are certain reasons 
why God calls man to worship Him in the 
church on the Sabbath Day. They may be 
considered as follows: 
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I. THe Cuyurcu Is THE GATHERING PLACE OF 
Gop’s PEOPLE 


It is the house of worship. We are to pre- 
pare for public worship while in our homes. We 
are to endeavor to be in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day. We ought to bring with us the reverence 
of loving hearts. We ought to come with the 
testimony of the Psalmist on our lips, “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into 
the house of the Lord”. We ought to come to 
church praising God for such a place, singing: 


“O Lord of Hosts, how lovely 

Thy tabernacles are; 

For them my heart is yearning 
In banishment afar. 

My soul is longing, fainting, 
Thy sacred courts to see; 

My heart and flesh are crying, 
O living God, for Thee’. 


Men meet for social purposes, for business, 
for family reunions. These are all glorious 
privileges, but the greatest privilege is not for 
one human soul to meet another human soul. 
The most precious of human experiences is 
when a human soul meets its God in loving and 
reverent worship. The preciousness of such an 
experience is well pxpredsext in the following 
poem: 
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“Welcome, sweet day of rest 
That saw my Lord arise. 
Welcome to His reviving breast, 
And these rejoicing eyes. 


“The King himself draws near; 
And feasts His saints today. 
Here we may sit and see Him here, 
And love and praise and pray. 


“One day amidst the place 
Where my great God hath been, 
Is sweeter than ten thousand days 
Of pleasurable sin. 


“My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 
And sing and bear herself away 
To everlasting bliss”. 


Divine worship advances fellowship with 
God. — 

There are many people in this world who 
are indifferent to the privilege of having fel- 
lowship with God. They do not esteem fellow- 
ship with God as a privilege to be desired. They 
refuse to be challenged by its pleasures and 
profits. It is in the church that a man can truly 
meet his Lord. It is here that God visits man 
through the medium of His holy ordinances. 
They are God’s channels conveying His favors 
to mar. As association educates man in his 
every-day life, so association with God will en- 
noble character, refine the soul, fortify the 
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heart and encourage the spirit. Association 


with God in the church will provide for man — 


the wisdom necessary for salvation. Men come 
to meet God upon “the first day of the week” 
that they may praise their God. Men meet upon 
that day to “Glory in the Cross of Christ”. Men 
come to exalt the Lord Jesus. Christ. 

Who can measure the riches that God pours 
forth from Himself into the heart of the true 
worshipper? That measurement is discovered 
only by the worshipper who comes in spirit and 
in truth to worship at the foot of “The Old 
Rugged Cross”. Only those who honor the 
Christ and who lift up the Cross discover the 
riches of His grace. That joy is only for those 
who uphold the Savior and who worship Him 
as Prophet, Priest and King. 


Il. THe Cuyurcu Is THE STOREHOUSE OF 
TRUTH 


_ The church is God’s steward. She has in her 
possession the Gospel of Reconciliation. Of the 
church the Psalmist writes, “All my fountains 
are in Thee”. God did not honor the world by 
giving this Gospel to it, but He gave it to His 
church. This gift was accompanied by a com- 
mand, namely, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to the whole creation”. 


_ The church has another duty in reference to 
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- truth. She must guard the truths of God. If 
these are lost to man all that is worthwhile is 
gone. The church must preach, teach and live 
these truths. They are so applicable to life. 
They are eternal. They are mighty to bless and 
to save. The best way to guard these marvelous 
truths is to so live them that men will see their 
Divine origin, power and glory. Men need these 
truths. Men want these truths. Therefore, let 
the church proclaim them and live them. Every 
honest man wants to be guided by truth. Every 
real man wants a true character. If you are 
one of these then you will seek the Lord and 
His Truth in His house. Oh let the eternal 
principles of the Eternal God find lodging in 
your soul. The church of the Living Christ has 
much to offer you. Go and receive what the 

Lord has prepared for the upbuilding of your 
soul. 


Divine worship cultivates Christian friend- 
ship. 

There is nothing that unites two souls more. 
closely together than does the religion of Jesus 
Christ. Here we find a common place of rest. 
Here we find the same Lord. It is in the church 
that we discover the tie that binds our hearts in 
Christian fellowship and purpose. All Christian 
worship developes Christian love and gratitude. 
It is in the church that a man can get-his moral 
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batteries recharged and exercise a greater 
power in friendship. Here we learn honesty, 
open-heartedness, truth and love. The church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ produces a double tie— 
it unites the worshipper to his God and to his 
fellowmen. “Christianity takes our commonest 
experiences, the sociality of our natures, ele- 
vates, hallows and sanctifies them in divine wor- 
ship”. We come to church for companionship, 
for here we share our common hopes, fears, 
joys, sorrows, triumphs and defeats. 


Il]. THe Cyurcu HEeLpes PRESERVE THE SAB- 
BATH 


“The Sabbath was made for man” are the 
words of Holy Writ. As an institution for the 
benefit of man’s body, mind and soul it has no 
peer. It stands alone among God’s agencies for 
man’s aid. It has been hallowed and sanctified 
for man’s profit and for God’s glory. For a mo- 
ment take stock of your Sabbath Day life. Is it 
a day of pleasure-seeking, self-indulgence and 
toil? Or, is it a day of rest, worship and re- 
ligious service? The place you accord the Sab- 
bath in your life will best indicate the amount 
of spiritual power, joy and happiness you pos- 
sess. There are glorious blessings promised to 
those who “call the Sabbath a delight; the holy 
of the Lord, honorable”. 
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Let no system of industrialism, commercial-_ 
ism, recreationalism become so potent as to de- 
stroy our Sabbath. These, under the guise of 
personal liberty, are attacking the Sabbath Day. 
The future of our civilization rests upon our 
Sabbath observance. We cannot mock God for- 
ever—let us “bow before the Lord our Maker” | 
and do Him homage upon the Sabbath Day. 
The church is God’s powerful agency upon 
earth to witness to the value and glory of the 
Sabbath Day. It is her task to magnify that 
day, to hold it sacred and blessed. It is the day 
when we draw aside from the worldly things to 
give God His due. 


IV. THe Cuurcu SaFecuarps YOUTH 


The father of a large family of children felt 
that something was wrong. He had been reared 
in a Christian home but had wandered into the 
“far country”. He had become a mocker of re- 
ligion and a despiser of his mother’s Bible. He 
was rearing his children without the church. 
Dissatisfaction crept into his heart. He medi- 
tated upon the apparent uselessness of his own 
life, the wicked selfishness that had been the 
predominant;note throughout all the years, and 
he begah to sense that he was in the pathway 
of error. As he sat in his home one night it 
‘seemed to him as though a voice whispered into 
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his ear, “What will become of your children, _ 


now growing into manhood and womanhood, if 
you continue to rear them as you are now do- 
ing?” He pondered over the question. It dis- 
turbed him greatly. He could not get away 
from it. It haunted him. It refused to allow 
him to sleep at night, until one night in despa- 
ration he acknowledged his sin and gave his 
heart to God. In the quiet of that midnight 
hour he sought out his mother’s Bible, read it 
and on bended knee pled with God to show 
him how he might best bring his children to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. His 
prayers were answered. One by one his dear 
ones came to acknowledge Christ as their Lord 
and Redeemer. 


Our children are in grave danger these days. 
The world is tugging at them all the while. How 
easily innocent and unwary youth is caught in 
the meshes of sin. Their inexperienced minds 
may easily be captured by evil and their un- 
suspecting hearts may unknowingly be tainted 
by sin. If Satan can destroy self-respect, honor 
and conscience in the time of youth he will have 
gained a triumph for hell. The world has much 
with which to entice, lure and plague the hearts 
of innocent youth. Right here is where one of 
the greatest ministries of the church is found. : 
Her Bible heroes challenge with a fascinating 
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‘ power the mind of youth. The stories of Joseph, 
Samuel, David, Daniel, Timothy, Paul, and 
Jesus Christ hold a marvelous power over 
youth. Let the church present to youth the prin- | 
ciples of life which brought victory in the lives 
of these lads of Scripture. Let the church chal- 
lenge your children with Jesus Christ and they 
cannot but be thrilled and filled with the desire 
to be like unto Him. The church can train your 
children for success and usefulness in life., The 
church has true freedom to offer youth. It has 
the Gospel, the power of God unto salvation, .to 
offer youth. Parents, bring your children to 
church and to Sabbath school for here they will 
learn the way of life, abundant and eternal! 


{ 
V. Tue CuurcH PrepARES MEN FoR SERVICE 


The rebuke which Jesus delivered to men of 
His day, “Why stand ye here idle all the day?” 
is appropriate today. Those who constitute the 
population of this planet are not all busily en- 
gaged in constructive effort for the profit of 
mankind and the glory of God. The church of 
the Lord Jesus offers men channels of helpful 
service. It offers to train youth for useful liv- 
ing. It holds before them the ever challenging 
ministry of Jesus Christ, who came “not to be 
ministered unto but to minister”. Every Chris- 
tian ought to be a “SERVER”. Our hands ought 
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to wield the towel of sacred service. We ought . 


to wash each other’s feet. The church inspires 
men to remember, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
this to the least of these, my brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me”. Realizing that “faith without 
works” is dead, the church has for one of its 
greatest ministries the training of youth for 
service. Paul, Peter and John, Augustine, 
Francis of Assissi, John Calvin, Martin Luther, 
Bernard of Clairvaux, John Knox, David Liv- 
ingstone and an untold multitude of men, 
women, boys and girls have gone from the 
church of the Living God to proclaim the 
glories of their Lord and to help bind up the 
wounds of humanity. The lives of these men 
offer a mighty testimony conccrning the capa- 
bility of the Christian church to train for Chris- 
tian leadership. 


VI. THe CuHurcH CREATES A WHOLESOME 
AND A HELPFUL ATMOSPHERE 


“Ye are the salt of the earth’, said Jesus. 


The truthfulness of this statement of our Lord 
is evident today. Where Christianity is found 
there are Christians, churches, schools, hospi- 
tals and mission stations. The Gospel of Christ 
has lifted races and continents out of benighted 
and ignorant heathendom into the glories of a 
new day. Let me ask—Would you like to live 
in a land where there is no form of Christian- 
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ity, where the name of Christ is known only as ~ 
a word used for cursing? What would your life 
be worth in such a country? What would your 
property be worth? Why are land agents, when 
endeavoring to sell land in a new community, 
so desirous of giving the assurance that a 
church and a school are to be built in that sec- 
tion? We cannot escape the fact that the church 
fosters a wholesome atmosphere. The influ- 
ences of the church are good and uplifting. Re- 
move the Gospel from our land and we, like 
Rome, Athens, Jerusalem and Carthage of olden 
days, all of them learned, civilized, capable, yet 
without Christ, shall pass away and be but a 
passing remembrance for historians to record. 
Plutarch, conscious of the marvelous influence 
of religion and the indispensable character of 
its mission to the welfare of this world wrote, 
“You will perhaps find a city without a gate— 
without a theatre, and without a palace—but 
you will find no city without a temple”. 


VII. THe CuurcuH PREPARES MEN FOR THE 
ETERNAL AGES WITH CHRIST 


It presents to men the higher life. It leads 
them to God. ‘It shows them the abundant and 
eternal life. It satisfies the longings of their 
hearts. It answers the question of the ages, 
“What must I do to be saved?” 
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“Frequent the day of God returns 

To shed its quickening beams; 

And yet how slow devotion burns, 
How languid are its flames! 


“Accept our faint attempts to love, 
Our frailties, Lord, forgive; 
We would be like Thy saints above, 
And praise Thee while we live. 


“Increase, O Lord, our faith and hope, 
And fit us to ascend, 
Where the assembly ne’er breaks up, 
The Sabbath ne’er shall end. 


“There we shall breathe in heavenly air | 
With heavenly luster shine; 

Before the throne of God appear, 
And feast on love divine”. 


In the Church of Christ “we find the true 
priesthood of the ministry; here we take off our 
shoes for the place is holy ground. Here we 
walk with uncovered heads into the presence 
of a living God. Pure hands handle sacred 
things. Pure hearts have a vision of God. Here 
an undying love for men makes us fishers of 
men. Here we have our holiest aspirations for 
life. Here we see the beauty of the Lord. Here 
our lives are molded into the form, likeness 
and character of Jesus Christ our Lord”. 


Therefore let us not forsake the assembling 


of ourselves in God’s Holy Temple upon the 
Lord’s Day. 
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VII 
RESOLUTE FAITH 


“I know Him whom I have believed, 
and I am persuaded that He is able to 
guard that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day”.—2 Timothy 1: 12. 


OHN CALVIN says that this epistle was not 
written with ink but with the blood of the 
Apostle. Paul was in Rome. He was being 
persecuted for righteousness sake. He was a 
prisoner in bonds and he was soon to appear 
for the second time before Emperor Nero. The 
Jews bitterly hated Paul because he preached 
Jesus as the Christ. Nothing was more abhor- 
rent to them than the mention of Jesus as the 
Promised Messiah. The Greeks and the Romans 
cordially disliked him because he had under- 
mined their ancient systems of idolatry. At 
Athens he had been called a “Babbler”. Rome, 
The Mistress of the Nations, The Imperial City, 
The Home of the Caesars, abounded with 
philosophers, seekers after wisdom, men of cul- 
ture and advanced thought. The Gospel was 
“foolishness”. to them. They hated Paul and 
the Gospel which he preached. Paul knew these 
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things but they did not deter him in his preach-. 


ing. His faith in the Gospel and in Christ was 
so great that with ever-increasing power and 
effectiveness he continued to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as the Savior of men. He had the ex- 
perience of renewal. Had he not seen this 
Jesus? Had he not heard His voice? Paul 
knew what the Lord Jesus had done for him 
and therefore knew what this same Lord could 
do for others. 


Consider, first, the object of Paul’s deter- 
mined faith. 


Employing the Apostle’s words we note that 
the object of his faith is “Our Savior Jesus 
Christ who abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel”. 
Paul’s faith rests upon a Person. His faith is 
not fixed upon a thing. A creed does not answer 
the requirements which Paul has set up for the 
object of his faith. It is “in Him”. Mere re- 
ligion has never saved a soul. It has no saving 
power within itself. It does not possess that 
life-giving energy which man must have to be 
renewed. Paul’s faith does not rest in another 
Christian but in the Lord Jesus Christ, a person, 
and He alone is the object of the Apostle’s faith. 
To Paul this Jesus is the Christ “in whom we 
have our redemption, who is the image of the 
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- invisible God, the first-born of all creation; for. 
in Him were all things created, in the heavens 
and upon the earth, things visible and things 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers; all things have been 
created through Him and unto Him; and He is 
before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
And He is the head of the body, the church; 
who is the beginning, the first-born from the 
dead; that in all things He might have the pre- 
eminence. For it was the good pleasure of the 
Father that in Him should all the fulness 
dwell”. Paul’s experience was like that of 
which Horatius Bonar wrote we he penned 
these words— 

“T heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast’! 

I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad”. 


Paul’s faith in the Master was a constant 
faith because Jesus was the only One who 
satisfied his needs. Paul must have said to 
himself every: day, “Jesus, ‘who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender 
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mercies; who satisfieth thy desire with good 
things’ is my Lord. He is power, love, patience, 
peace, everything that I need”. It is indeed true 
that to have less than Christ is to be unsaved; 
to have Him is all that one needs. A devout 
Christian mother was dying. She had passed 
her allotted years of life. She knew her Bible 
well but her memory was failing her. One text 
remained to comfort her departing soul. As she 
lay upon her soft white bed she repeated over 
and over again, “I know Him whom I have be- 
lieved, and I am persuaded that He is able to 
guard that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day”. Her strength was rapidly 
forsaking her and she could no longer repeat the 
full text. Soon all that her silent yet moving 
lips seemed to say was, “Him—Him—Him— 
Him”, and with that word upon her lips she 
passed into Glory to be with “HIM”. All she 
had at her last of life was one word—“HIM”, 
and in that one word she had all the Bible, yes, 
all of heaven. Paul was approaching the hour 


of his departure. He longed to be with his Lord. — 
Christ Jesus was his Anchor. The Savior was 


his Rock and Strength. Paul trusted in “HIM”. 


Consider, in the second place, Paul’s relation 
to Christ. 


Faith bound the two together.: It was the 
connecting link which united Christ and Paul. 
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‘It was the bond which unified the purposes of 
Christ and His Apostle. A prominent theologian 
once wrote, “Christ made certain claims. He 
claimed to be the Source of all life, the Healer 
of all diseases, the Forgiver of sins, the Son of 
God, and the only Way to heaven”. Faith is 
the willingness to believe all these claims and 
to put them into practice in life. Faith is the 
voluntary placing of these claims into life’s 
crucible with every confidence that the experi- 
ences of life will substantiate them all. Faith 
is not the swallowing of doctrine, not the hold- 
ing fast to a dogma, but the reverent testing of 
a profession. It is taking Jesus Christ into one’s 
life. It is taking Him at His Word. It is trying 
and proving Him and His Words in the inter- 
change of life’s experiences. It was in the exer- 
eise of such a faith that Cee) and Paul were 
made one. 


The sources by which Paul came to know 
Christ were two-fold, external and internal. The 
external source was the knowledge Paul had of 
what God had accomplished among the nations 
through His Gospel. He had seen the marvel- 
ous demonstration of Stephen’s faith. He had 
witnessed the stoning of Christendom’s first 
martyr. ‘He had seen Stephen’s undying faith 
in his Living Lord. He had met the dauntless 
faith of Christians as he persecuted them. — 
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Nothing caused them to swerve; nothing could 
make them alter their testimony; not even the 
threat of death could silence their testifying 
lips. All these factors had opened the eyes of 
this brilliant young Pharisee. He had seen the 
manifestation of a strange power in the lives of — 
men. It was a power which he did not own. He 
had seen the workings of a new love in the deal- 
ings of man with man. It was a love which he 
did not possess. ‘What does all this mean?” 
he asked himself over and over again. An in-— 
fluence was at work. God was busy. He was 
preparing the heart of this young Jew for the 
reception of Jesus as the Christ. 


The internal source was the practical knowl- 
edge Paul had gained by the trial of this faith. 
He owned experimental knowledge as well as 
observational enlightenment. Paul’s contact 
with God had ripened into an intimate and holy 
friendship. As can Paul’s, so can our knowledge 
of God through experience be likened to the 
climbing of a mountain. Standing at the base 
of the mountain all that we can see is rock, 
trees, land and a path. Looking back as we 
climb we see the horizon increase. The moun- 
tain lengthens. When we arrive at the summit 
of the mountain we see the silver river, the 
great forests, all the vast country-side lying be- 
fore us. The longer a man believes in Christ 
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the ‘better he will know his Lord. The more a 
man sees of His fulness, majesty, love and ex- 
cellence the better he will love his Christ. Much 
of our Christian assuredness and certainty lies 
in the realm of our own experience. That which 
we have heard, seen, tasted and felt confirms 
_ our intellectual beliefs. Our joys and sorrows, 
victories and defeats are real to us, but as real 
as these is the assurance that we can have of 
Jesus as our Lord and Redeemer. In the scien- 
tific world, experimental knowledge is the test 
‘ of truth. The same process is found in the 
spiritual world. We know through our own ex- 
perience the certainty of Christ’s love, mercy, 
truth and grace. Christian experience is actual 
and genuine. This experience is the solid basis 
upon which all our Christian assurance is 
grounded. Paul seems to be telling us in this 
text—“I know whom I ‘have believed, therefore 
have I spoken”. 


Consider, in the third place, the wonderful 
confidence which the exercising of this faith 
gave to Paul. 


The following comparison has been em- 
ployed to illustrate the point we desire to make 
here. (We are like a man who was traveling 
through perilous country. He had with him a 
cask of precious jewels. The country through 
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which he journeyed was infested with robber 
bands. For protection he took with him a 
trusted friend to whom he gave the gems for 
sef-keeping, expecting that they be returned at 
the end of the journey. Like this traveler, we 
have deposited treasure with Christ. We have 
given our souls to Him for safe-keeping. When 
our souls are in our hands we do not feel at 
ease. We are worried and distressed. The in- 
stant we commit our souls to the Savior a sense 
of peace and relief fills us. 


An ocean traveler relates the following inci- 
dent: “We were traveling to Europe. We hid 
our money in our bunks and we were always 
afraid that some one would steal our treasure. 
One day when we were passing the bulletin 
board, we stopped to read the notices that were 
pinned on the board. One of the notices in- 
formed us that all valuables could be left with 
the purser. We ran to our bunks, obtained the 
money and deposited it with the proper 
authorities and then we felt at ease. What a 
load had been lifted”. The believer has that 
peace when he knows that his soul is in Christ’s 
keeping and that the Savior will return it to 
him on the great Day of Days. 


Paul had fought the fight. He was nearing 
the end of the course and he tells the world 
that all is well. As he paces the floor perhaps 
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he says to himself something like this, “I have 
no fears for the future. I know that my Lord 
will not fail me. He was with me in my many 
persecutions for His sake. He protected me 
when the angry sea desired to swallow me. He 
- was always present to cheer and to bless me. 
He always led me to safety and so I will just 
let Him lead me the rest of the way. I am not 
afraid. I will not fear ‘though the mountains 
be carried into the midst of the sea’. Christ 
will meet me at heaven’s gate and will give me 
a field of service in the heavenly kingdom”. It 
surely is true— 


“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord! 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word”! 


Our Lord is able to guard and to keep our 
souls. He is the God who created the heavens 
and the earth, “at whose word the angels come 
and go; who binds the demons at His will”. He 
is our Father and He is fully able and willing to 
care for us. He will destroy everything that 
would prevent our souls from lege glory. 


- Finally, consider the length of time He will 
guard this deposit. 


“Until that day” is the word of Paul. The 
Savior will guard our souls until the voyage is 
over and all the danger is past. He will protect 
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our treasure until the last dread enemy shall 
have been conquered. In that triumphal hour, 
when the clouds are rifted, when the valley is 
safely passed, and the eternal day dawns, angels 
will escort us to the throne where Jesus is and 
where the blood-bought meet to part never- 
more. 


“Until that day”! It is the day of finalities. 
It is the day of reunions. It is the day of vic- 
tory. It is the day when all Christ’s jewels will 
be gathered and presented to the Father. 

We who believe in Christ and trust Him as 
Paul did can look beyond the present dispensa- 
tion into the future of the sons of God with the 
confidence that we shall ever be with Him and 
them. No matter how dark the way may be, a 
steady faith will turn “the dark clouds inside 
out”. Be calm, for He is able to guard our souls 
until all danger is past. 


“He is not a disappointment, He is coming by and by, 
In my heart I have the witness, that His coming draweth 
nigh. 
All the scoffers may despise me, and no change around 
me see, 
But He tells me, He is coming, and that is quite enough 
for me”. 
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VIII 


NO MORE SEA 


“And the sea is no more’.—Revela- 
tion 21: 1. 


HE LAST book of the Holy Scriptures is a 

most wonderful book. It is a book of com- 
fort. It is a book of mystery. It is a book full 
of history and prophecy. It brings to our minds 
the truth of Paul’s words, “For we know in part, 
land we prophesy in part .... For now we see in 
a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know fully even 
as also I was fully known”. We are like the little 
- girl to whom there has been bequeathed a chest 
of precious things but who cannot gain access to 
these treasures until she has reached her ma- 
turity. God holds before our admiring vision 
wonderful treasures which will be ours either 
in the near or distant future, “For how many 
soever be the promises of God, in Him is the 
yea: wherefore also through Him is the Amen, 
unto the glory of God through us”. In His om- 
niscient Providence the Father is ee uholdnia! 
the fulfilment of these glorious promises until 
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we share with Him the mansions of glory. This — 


is most certainly true of the text, “And the sea 
is no more”. 


How shall we understand this text? Is it a 
figure of speech, or are we to take it literally? 
Some of our Biblical commentators inform us 
that there will be no sea in the renewed heaven 
and earth. They claim that there will be no 
use for a sea. Other Bible interpreters venture 
the opinion that the sea will be found in the 
new heaven and earth. They claim that it will 
be a purified sea, a new sea. They attempt to 
enlighten us with the thought that the redeemed 
in Glory will be able to walk upon it as our 
Lord Jesus did when He was here among men. 
But, take note of this, all these men, honest and 
sincere as they surely are, are merely conjectur- 
ing. They are surmising for their own satisfac- 
tion, and for ours as well, concerning the re- 
newed universe. They are merely supposing. 
There are, however, two things of which we are. 
certain. The first is that John, “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved”, is not making a map of the 
new world. The other is that if there be a sea 
in the glorified universe it will lose the charac- 
teristics which now fill us with awe, dread and 
fear. Instead of being our enemy it will be our 
friend. 


What was the attitude of the Jews toward 
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' the sea? To the Hebrew people it was an ob- 
ject of awe and terror. It created the feeling 
of fear in the hearts of the native Palestinians. 
The Jews owned neither chart nor compass. 
They possessed no buoy to warn the seaman. 
They had no lighthouse to guide the mariner. 
They were not and are not now a maritime race. - 
They deemed the sea something to be dreaded. 
It was something from which they should re- 
main apart. John was,a Hebrew and he shared 
with the other members of his race this view of 
the sea. The Jews have never been a sea-faring 
people. They turned to the hills, the lowlands 
and the cities. They have never gone down “to 
the sea in ships”. The roaring, rumbling, roll- 
ing sea is a picture of the tumult, upheavels and 
din of this world’s life. In the thirteenth chap- 
ter of Revelation John says, “And I saw a beast 
coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and 
seven heads, and on his horns ten diadems, and 
upon his heads names of blasphemy”. These 
are the hideous, offensive, abominable things 
which are a type of the dreadful things of life. 


The Apostle John is an exile on the Isle of 
Patmos. He was being “persecuted for right- 
eousness sake”. Patmos was separated from 


_ the mainland by the sea. It was a misty place. 


Only on fair days could one see the mainland. 
Daily John would climb the hills and look 


108 The Beauty of the Lord 


toward the far-away shore line. Here he would 
sit and meditate. His heart was heavy. It 
ached. He was lonesome. He was homesick. 
Small wonder, then, that when musing upon 
what the new heaven and earth would be like, 
he, because of the deep reality of his vision, 
cried out, “And the sea is no more”. Dean 
Stanley writes concerning the Isle of Patmos, “T 
had always eagerly desired to visit the Island 
of Patmos. I was not disappointed. The stern 
rugged barrenness of its broken promontories .. 
and the view from its summit, with the general 
character of its scenery, enter into the figures 
of the vision itself. John stood on the heights 
of Patmos in the center of a world of his own. 
... The view from the topmost peak, or, indeed, 
from any lofty elevation in the island, unfolds 
an unusual sweep, such as well became the 
‘Apocalypse’, the ‘unveiling’ of the future to the 
eyes of the solitary seer. It was ‘a great and 
high mountain’, where he could see things to 
come. Above, there was always the broad 
heaven of a Grecian sky; sometimes bright, 
with its ‘white cloud’, sometimes torn with 
‘lightnings and thunderings’, and darkened by 
‘great hail’, or cheered with ‘a rainbow like unto 
an emerald’.... When he stood ‘on the sand of 
the sea’, the sandy beach at the foot of the hill, 
he would see those strange shapes ‘rise out of 
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. the sea’, which rolled before him. When he 
looked around, above, or below, ‘the sea’ would 
always occupy the foremost place. He saw ‘the 
things that are in the heavens and in the earth 
and in the sea’. The angel was ‘not to hurt the 
earth or the sea’, nor ‘to blow on the earth or 
on the sea’—and the time would come when this 
- wall of imprisonment, which girdled around 
the desolate island, should have ceased’; and 
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‘there shall be no more sea’”’. 


The sea is an emblem of many things. Let 
us note a few of them. 


The sea is an emblem of the brevity of life. 
Standing upon the shore we see a mighty wave 
approaching. It splashes the shore line with all 
its power and fury. Then, having spent its 
force, it recedes, lost in the undertow. At our 
_ feet lies a shell. It was not there a moment ago. 
The mighty wave has deposited it before us. 
But ere we are able to stoop down and pick it 
up, another monster of the sea’s surface is there 
and sweeps the shell back into the briny deep. 
It was with us but for a moment. It was ours 
for but a brief space of time. Such is life. It 
is as. a& shadow. It can be likened unto a 
handbreadth. It is but a thought. It is only “a 
watch in the night”. : 
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“Thou carriest them away as with a flood; 
they are as a sleep; In the morning they are 
like grass which groweth up. In the morning 
it flourisheth, and groweth up; In the even- 
ing it is cut down, and withereth”. 


In our Psalter, life is described thus: 


“Man soon yields up his fleeting breath 
Before the swelling tide of death; 
Like transient sleep his seasons pass, 
His life is like the tender grass, 
Luxuriant ‘neath the morning sun, 
And withered ere the day is done’. 


Life is as a vapor. It is as a tale that is told. 
It is but a day. It is only a sigh. We are here 
today and we are gone on the morrow. 


The sea is an emblem of the dangers of life. 
Paul, in recounting the frequency and manner 
of his persecutions speaks about the “dangers 
on the sea”. The disciples of our Lord knew of 
its danger. A sailor’s widow can tell you all 
you desire to know about the dangers of the 
sea. The steamship Titanic, venturing forth on 
her maiden voyage, crashes into one of the sea’s 
invisible icebergs, and, before the rising of the 
sun, this last word in oceanic travel is a wreck 
on the sea’s bottom. Life is full of dangers. It 
presents both physical and spiritual perils. Our 
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lives are very much like the life of the mariner. 
A storm may rise at any moment and if it does 
not destroy us it at least places us in fearful 
jeopardy. The storms of life are many. The 
treacheries of this existence are niultiform. The 
storm has its perils, but it has its lessons as well. 
It is in the storm, when all seems lost, that we 
cry out, 


“Master, the tempest is raging! 

_ The billows are tossing high! 

The sky is o’ershadowed with blackness, 
No shelter or help is nigh; 

‘Carest Thou not that we perish?’ 
How canst Thou lie asleep, 

- When each moment so madly is threat’ning 

A grave in the angry deep?” 


It is then that we hear the Master’s voice, “Peace 
be still”. When the keel of our life’s ship 
passes over the last bar as we sail into Glory, 
we shall then know that we have reached the 
harbor and that danger is past. No sin shall 
then overcome us. No temptation shall ever 
again beguile us. Nothing but the breath of 
God shall be wafted over us for the storms are 
forever past. 
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The sea is an emblem of the unrest and the 
variations of life. . 


“Thou troubled sea, 
2 Oh troubled sea, 

What can the causes be 

That thy soft, silvery breast, 
So rare is at rest? 

Ah, well may this unrest, 
Emblem of the human breast, 
Yes, the great world around, 
Where troubles so abound”. 


How changeable is the sea! One moment as 
you gaze upon its smooth surface you can see 
scarcely aripple. All is calm. Leave the shore 
for a time and when you return you will see no 
longer the peaceful sea but an angry, agitated, 
rolling, thundering water, pounding the shore 
as if it were endeavoring to smash the whole 
world. The sea is an emblem of unrest and 
change. Even so are our lives. We go from 
one step in life to another. The time from in- 
fancy to old age is filled with uneasiness and 
numberless are the changes that take place. 
When we reach middle life things are no longer 
as they were when we were children. Joys, sor- 
rows, pleasures and disappointments have at- 
tended our way. The lad has become a husband 
and a father. The maiden is now a wife and a 
mother. The husband has become a widower 
or the wife is now a widow. Poverty and mis- 
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fortune may have overtaken us, or perhaps — 
prosperity and ease may be our lot. It is so in 
our spiritual life. Peace, unrest, hope, love, 
darkness, light, doubt and assurance alternate 
within our souls. These, with other soul ex- 
periences, rise and fall as do the ocean’s tides. 
This existence is not the time of the believer’s 
rest. That time is in the future when “the sea 
is no more”. Let us never give up hope for 
through all these changing experiences in life 
our Heavenly Father is peas us to the Un- 
changeable. 


The sea is an emblem of conflict. No 
greater conflicts are to be found in this world 
than those which take place on the high seas 
with the elements and a ship the battlers in the 
storm. The sea is the emblem of nations in 
diabolical combat. It is the emblem of life 
which is a succession of struggles. It is the 
emblem of the contention which we, sad to say, 
find in the life of so many homes, churches and 
states. The wind and the waves are a picture of 
the forces of evil conspiring to make man 
miserable, anxious and distressed. The Apostle 
Paul was experiencing just such a conflict with- 
in the bounds’of his own personality when he 
cried out, “Wretched man that I am! Who shall 
deliver me out of the body of this death?” The 
day of peace will come. The day “Ephraim 
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shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex 
Ephraim” will surely come to pass. The day 
will come when “they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks; nation shall not sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more”. 
That day will surely come when the last enemy 
of man’s life and soul shall be conquered. In 
that day there will be no Martha troubled about 
food for the family; no Jacob will be robbed of 
his Joseph; no Lazarus will shrink from the 
rich man’s frown; there will be no more aching 
hearts, no throbbing heads, no tears, no hunger- 
ings, no thirstings, for the spirit of conflict will 
have been conquered—for “the sea is no more”. 


The sea is an emblem of mystery. The sea 
is like an undiscovered continent. The sea is 
earth’s great mystery. The sea is like the ways 
of God of which we read, 


“Thy way was in the sea, And Thy paths in 
the great waters, And Thy footsteps were 
not known”. 


Life is a mystery to us. It is God’s great secret. 
The reasons concerning His dealings with us are 
great mysteries to us. The “how” of them is 
even more mysterious. Let him who thinks that 
he is a paragon of knowledge remember “The 
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secret things are for the Lord”. For each one 
of us the curtain will soon be drawn. Soon “we 
will read the meaning of our tears”. We may 
confidently believe that “heav’n will the mys- 
teries explain”. Then— 


“We'll know why clouds instead of sun 
Were over many a cherished plan; 
Why song has ceased when scarce begun, 

’Tis there, sometime we’ll understand. | 


“Why what we longed for most of all, 
Eludes so oft our eager hand; 
Why hopes are crushed and castles fall, 
Up there, sometime we'll understand. 


“God knows the way, He holds the key, 
He guides us with unerring hand; 
Some time with tearless eye'we’ll see; 
Yes, there, up there, we’ll understand”. 


The sea is an emblem of separation. john 
was far from those whom he loved. The sea 
separated him from his own. In life there are 
separations caused by ignorance, conceit, envy, 
jealousy and force of circumstances. Ties are 
broken at the brink of the river of death as it 
rolls its dark waves between us and our dear 
ones. Not always will it be so, for in yonder 
land where “the.sea is no more”, there shall be 
no more separations. We shall be in “the quiet 
of the inland valley of our Father’s Home; 


116 The Beauty of the Lord 


where no tempests come, nor the loud winds 
blow; where the calm of heaven rests”. There 
all mysteries will vanish. All conflicts will 


cease. All unrest will be at an end. Instead of ' 


the troubled sea there will be the calm river of 
life refreshing ~very reborn soul. 


The sea held John an exile, but it could not 
take from him the experiences of his soul. 
Though separated from his children in the faith 
yet he saw, in a vision most glorious, the condi- 
tions of the churches of Asia Minor. He was 
separated from Jerusalem, the city of his 
fathers, but, while he could not see the Jerusa- 
lem of Judza, he did behold the wonders and 
glories of the new Jerusalem where Jesus 
dwells. Though earthly things were kept from 
his view, he was rewarded with a glimpse of 
the heavenly and eternal. 


To be separated from home by the sea may 
be a blessing in disguise. John Bunyan was in- 
carcerated in Bedford prison for twelve years 
but it was his privilege and glory to pen behind 
those gray prison walls his immortal book, “Pil- 
grim’s Progress”. The blind Milton was also 
_ separated but he gave to the world his master- 
pieces, “Paradise Lost” and “Paradise Re- 
gained”. Paul was confined but included in 
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God’s Holy Word are many of his great epistles. 
Fanny Crosby, though imprisoned by blindness, 
has blessed the world with many hymns. It is 
for us to be patient and to “trust in God through 
all the days, fear not, for He doth hold thy 
hand”, realizing that the forces which cause 
separation today will, in God’s glorious tomor- 
row, cease to separate for—“the sea is no more”. 
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1X 
THE EAGLE 


“As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, — 
that fluttereth over her young, He spread | 
abroad His wings, He took them, He bare 
them on His pinions”’.—Deuteronomy 
82:11. 


HE SHORTER CATECHISM, in response to 

the question, “What is the chief end of 
man?’’, informs us that “Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever”. John 
Calvin says, “The glory of God is when we 
know what He is”. In the fourth verse of the 
seventeenth chapter of John’s Gospel we are 
given an interpretation of the word “glorify”. 
In our Savior’s prayer He says, “I have glorified 
Thee on the earth”. Then, as if interpreting, 
He adds, “I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest Me to do”. Man’s chief end then is to 
follow the Savior’s example and do what the ~ 
Father would have him do. Man did glorify 
God perfectly for a season. Then Satan entered 
and the slimy trail of the serpent left in its 
wake disobedience, imperfection and ostracism. 
God would not have it ever so and He remem- 
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bered His creation for good. He restored man 
to His favor and offered him another oppor- 
tunity. 

It is a most difficult task to keep away from 
the influences of the world. We are so prone 
to wander; we so frequently fail God; we often- 
times leave off following God and follow earth- 
ly pleasures. Instead of glorifying God we 
would honor ourselves; instead of obeying His 
Word we would obey the dictates of our own 
wicked hearts; instead of hearkening to His 
Word of counsel we would listen to the counsel 
of evil desires. In place of doing the things 
which please the Father we would do that 
which pleases ourselves most. 

Jehovah is a patient and a long-suffering 
God. He never punishes His children with the 
full blast of His wrath. He disciplines them 
gently and calls them back to fulfill the purpose 
of their high calling. In the famous song of 
Moses we find a figure which aptly describes 
God’s method of correcting and training His 
children. It is the figure of the eagle training 
her young. Let us consider for a while this 
figure of God’s way with His own. 


I. Tue Eacte Is a DiscreciNARIAN 


The eagle is employed frequently in Scrip- 
ture to illustrate the workings of God. To show 
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how God blesses His own we read, “Thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle”. To depict the 
ascending tendency in the reborn soul we read, 
“But they that wait for Jehovah shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint”. To reveal God’s 
method of punishment we read, “Where the 
carcass is, the eagles gather”. In this text the 
-eagle is placed before us as a disciplinarian. 
The nest is built far out upon the rocks that kiss 
‘the clouds and that are beyond tthe reach of 
man. This nest is home to the eaglets. The 
young eagles feel perfectly safe in the nest. 
This warm, comfortable nest is a joy to their 
hearts. They would always remain in this nest. 
They enjoy having the mother eagle feed them 
and care for them. But this cannot be. The 
time arrives when they must leave their nest 
and start out for themselves. The young birds 
refuse to obey the mother’s command. The old 
eagle moves over and gently strikes the nest: 
with her wing. Having loosened it from its bed 
of rock she stands up in it and stirs it to shreds. 
She tears it apart, turns it upside down and 
compels the young birds to take to the rock or 
to the shrub nearby. 


Israel was in Egypt. The descendants of 
Jacob felt quite at home in this heathen land. 
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They loved the flesh-pots and many were for- 
getting their covenant God. Jehovah was 
grieved at this and He employed Pharaoh to 
stir them up until they “sighed by reason of the 
bondage, and they cried, and their cry came 
unto God by reason of the bondage”. 


The ideal nest suggests ease, repose, com- 
fort, satisfaction and peace. The rich man in 
Jesus’ parable said to himself, “Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, be merry”. The nest speaks of 
contentment. Christians are also makers and 
lovers of nests. They seek after comfort in the 
things which do not give consolation. They 
loathe to sacrifice the world and its pleasures 
for better things. The souls of many believers 
cleave to the dust. John Newman describes a 
familiar type of Christian with these words: 


“T was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on; 
I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on. : 
I loved the garish day, and spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will: remember not past years”, 


Many Christians become inactive because of the 
cares which worldly pleasures impose upon 
them. “They become luke-warm. A crass ma- 
terialism sways their judgments and closes the 
doors of their hearts to greater spiritual power 
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and life. An inconceivable indifference in re- 


gard to things eternal rules their souls. They — 


have an unholy unconcern for the propagation 
of the Gospel. They openly refuse to witness 
for Christ. They are too busy to pray. They 


are too tired to worship. Then God comes. He - 


stirs up their nests and shatters them. He tears 
down what men have built. He takes from 
them that which they thought was theirs. He 
sends trying circumstances into their lives. 
Poverty, business reverses, bereavements, sor- 
rows and tears are their portion. Heartaches 
and remorse fill their cup to overflowing. God 
has come. Listen! He speaks. Hear His 
words! “This is not your nest. Your nest is 
not in this world. These things perish. Lay up 
treasure in heaven. Be rich toward Me”. God, 
like the eagle, is a disciplinarian. 


II. THe Eacre Is an EXAMPLE 


When the young birds are out of the nest 
the mother bird flies over them again and 
again. She screeches to them and seems to be 
saying, “Watch me fly; get up and do as I am 
doing”. In the prophecy of Hosea the God of 
Israel says that He will “allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 


to her”. When God stirs the nest it is His de- 


sire that we venture forth. We are to be re- 
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leased from our moorings and follow Him. We 
are to fare forth into the blessed experiences of 
God’s kingdom that await those who by faith 
enter into them. 


The eagle desires that her eaglets stand upon 
their own feet; that they cease depending upon 
others; that they fly on their own wings; that 
they seek their own food. The mother eagle 
sets the example. She flies upward toward the 
sun, all the while exhorting her young to follow 
after her. Even so, God allures His own with 
chords of love. He holds out to them His blessed 
promises. He tells them of the Home above. 
He assures them that it is a place where sor- 
rows are ended and where strifes are no more 
to be encountered. He challenges them with 
the higher life of joy, peace and power. He 
' inspires His children with the great men of His 
kingdom, men such as John and Peter. He as- 
sures them of His saving power by showing 
them the great cloud of witnesses. Men stand 
entranced before these disclosures of God. It 
is almost too much for them. They cry out, 
“God is the Yea and Amen”. Oh that we might 
dare to be Daniels; that we might be as strong 
in the faith as'Paul; that we might be as loving 
as John;*that we might be as devout as the 
saintly Moses; that we might be as lovely as 
Dorcas; that we might be as willing to believe 
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as Lydia! When men are almost too breathless 
to speak, God reveals to them His great Revela- 
tion, Jesus, the Christ. His life, death and vic- 
tory overwhelm them and they cry out, “We 
will go with Thee wherever Thou leadest”. 

God draws us away from our nests of ease 
to make us strong Christians. We must cease 
being passive believers. We must become 
vigorous and active followers. We must be — 
able to stand immovable against the storms of 
life. He would have us overcome our doubts 
and fears in the excellency of His power. He 
would have us say— 


“O could we make our doubts remove, 
These gloomy doubts that rise— 
And see the Christ that we love 
With unbeclouded eyes. 


“Could we but climb where Moses stood, 
And view the landscape o’er, 
Not Jordan’s stream, nor death’s cold flood, 
Could fright us from the shore”. 


As the eagle flies upward so God wills that 
His people aim at high things. He would have 
us “Seek the things which are above, where 
Christ is’. God would have us say— 


. “Rise, soul, and stretch thy wings, 
Thy better portion trace. 
Rise from transitory things, 
Toward heaven, thy destined place”. 
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As a protector the eagle is a symbol of God’s 
vigilance. God’s protection may be illustrated 
in two ways. The first is His watchfulness. 
When the young eagles try to fly and have over- 
_ estimated their strength and when their pinions 
droop, the mother bird swoops down beneath 
them, spreads out her wings and carries them 
to a point of safety. This illustrates God’s care 
for His children. Our Father-God never places 
a burden upon us which we cannot bear. He 
never calls us to a task which we cannot per- 
form. He never asks us to go where He Him- 
self has not gone. Rest assured that when our 
nest has been stirred and we seem to be flutter- 
ing about in space, God’s eye is upon us and His 
wings are placed under us. It is then that “His 
power is made perfect in weakness”. “Man’s 
extremity becomes God’s opportunity”. God 
makes the widow, but He remains her Judge. He 
makes the widower, but He will be his help in 
time’ of need. He makes the orphan but He 
teaches him to say, “When my father and 
mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me 
up”. “He spreads abroad His wings—and 
underneath are the everlasting arms”. 

The second characteristic of God’s watchful- | 
ness is safeguarding. When the eagle is upon 
the earth man can kill it. When in its own 


- 
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sphere it is beyond the rifle’s range. When 
the hunter climbs the high mountain and at- 
tempts to destroy the eagles, the mother eagle 


will take the little ones upon her wings and fly 


away to a place of safety. This illustrates the 
protecting care of the Heavenly Father. It il- 


lustrates God’s Providence. It enlightens us re- © 


garding Christ’s watchful and protecting care 
over His Church. Hear His bitter plaint, “O 
_ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, 
and stoneth them that are sent unto her! How 
often would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether; even as a hen gathereth her own brood 
under her wings”. Christ protects those who 
are hid within Him. The arrow will strike Him 
—it did strike Him— and we are free and un- 
scarred. Man is safe when he is close to Christ. 
There is safety nowhere else. The motto of our 
lives must be, “Nearer my God to Thee”, for 
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide in the shadow of the Al- 
mighty. He will cover thee with His pinions, 
and under His wings shalt thou take refuge”. 


Among the evidences of God’s leading we | 


find discipline, testings and trials. God disci- 
plines and protects us until the weary pilgrim 
asks, 
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“Is this, dear Lord, that thorny way 
Which leads us to the mount of God? 
Are these the toils Thy people know 
While in this wilderness below’? 


The answer comes— 


“Tis even sO....... 
Thy faithful love, 
Doth all Thy children’s graces prove. 
"Tis that our pride and self must fall, 
That Jesus may be all in all”. 


00000 


».4 


THE TWO BUILDERS 


“Every one therefore that heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them, shall be 
likened unto a wise man, who built his 
house upon the rock: and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house: 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
the rock. And every one that heareth 
these words of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and smote upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the fall 
thereof”.—Matthew 7: 24-27. 


HE SERMON ON THE MOUNT is the mas- 

ter-sermon of the ages. It was delivered 
by the Prince of preachers. In this sermon 
Jesus points out the spirifual nature of His king- 
dom and the practical character of true re- 
ligion. The Master’s eloquent and vigorous 
sayings won for Him the admiration of the peo- 
ple. Jesus knew the hearts of men. He knew 
that many of His admiring auditors would be 
satisfied with merely hearing Him. They would 
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listen to Him but would not obey Him. Realiz- 
ing this natural tendency of the heart of man 
Jesus concludes His great sermon with the 
parable of the two builders. He would help 
them understand that the primary requisite for 
a successful Christian life is a good foundation. 
_ He would have them understand that the super- 
structure will crash to its irreparable ruin if the 
foundation is not strong enough to withstand 
the onslaughts of the elements. The soul must 
build well if it is to build for time and for eter- 
nity. Man learns more from example and ex- 
perience than he does from precept. Jesus 
understood this disposition of man’s mind and 
will and so in order to make a final impression 
upon the multitude He relates the story of the 
text. Let us consider its meaning for our lives 
in this modern day and age. 


I. CONSIDER THE CHARACTERS OF THE BUILDERS 


One of the builders is called a “wise man”; 
the other is called a “foolish man”. The word 
“wise” does not necessarily signify one who has 
a liberal education, for were that true, the un- 
educated would have no opportunity to build 
for eternity... A man can be wise in spite of his 
lack of college degrees. The word “wise” as 
Jesus employed it indicates one who is prudent, 
one who has vision, the sensible, thoughtful and 
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practical man. He is the discreet man who 


thinks before he speaks. He is the cautious man | 


who reckons with every possibility of both suc- 
cess and failure. He is the man who prepares 
for the pressing enterprises of life. He is the 
man who instead of spending his summer earn- 
ings foolishly, saves it for some future necessity 
of the hard and bitter winter. In the spiritual 
sphere of life the wise man is the one who 
knows that life is short and that the period of 
preparation is a limited season. He is the man 
who realizes that eternity means “infinite dura- 
tion”. He employs every means which God has 
given for the upbuilding of his soul. This man 
prays, worships, gives, loves and serves both 
God and his fellowmen. He fully understands 
that he is not the owner but the steward of life. 
He believes God’s Word when it tells him that 
he is here to live out God’s will—and he does it. 


The other man is called a “foolish man’. 
Though he possesses many of the splendid 
traits of character is the shiftless type of 
man. He lives for today only. The contri- 
butions of the past do not produce gratitude 
in his heart. The urge of the future does 
not affect him in the least. He is the “know-all’’ 
type of individual. He is the type of man “so 
stupid that he thinks he knows it all”. He is 
the superficial Christian who thinks that mem- 
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. bership in the church means salvation for his 
soul. He thinks that all he has to do is to go to 
church occasionally. God does not need him 
for any service. He is a hearer and not a doer 
of the Word. His plow point is dull. It does ~ 
not cut a deep furrow. He never examines him- 
self because he is positive that everything is all 
right. The prudent man will demonstrate his 
wisdom by the things which he does, but the 
foolish man shows to the world his stupidity by 
what he does not do. The foolish man is one 
who never heeds the traffic signals along life’s 
highway. He is the man who burns his brake 
lining because he does not heed the instructions 
on the sign-board which read, “Steep grade, 
shift to second gear”. He is the one who blames 
God and man for the misfortunes which befall 
him and who takes credit to himself for every 
success which attends his way. 


II. ConsIpDER THE FOUNDATIONS THESE MEN 
BuiLt 


_ Both men have heard the word of Christ. 
The difference in these men is not that the wise 
man is a professor of true religion and the other 
is a pagan. It is not that the one is a believer in 
Jesus Christ ‘and the other is a Christ-denying 
Hebrew. No, for both have heard the words of 
the Master-Builder and both have accepted His’ 
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instructions as the best which could be given. 


It is interesting to note that both men saw the 


_ necessity for building. The Word of Christ was 
not totally lost upon them. Each man proceeded 
to build a house. They began immediately and 
both finished their structures. Both houses 
were exposed to the elements and upon com- 
pleting their homes these men rested in their 
respective dwellings, confident of safety and 
protection. Judging from the outward appear- 
ance both dwellings were exactly alike. Let us 
examine them. 


We will first inspect the home of the wise 
man. His spade went deep into the earth. Sand 
and stones were thrown out. This man surely 
is obeying the instructions of the Great Archi- 
tect. He uses the best materials. He is build- 
ing for the future. He is building a home for 
the soul. He discovers that selfishness, self- 
trust, pride, self-seeking, worldliness and all 
manner of wickedness must be thrown out of 
the heart. He knows that a firm foundation 
cannot be built upon such sinking sand. He 
continues to dig until he strikes solid rock. As 
he builds he sings, 


“My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 


“On Christ, the Solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand’’. 
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This is a picture of the man who realized that 
everything between Christ and his soul must be 
removed. He knows that Jesus Christ is the 
Rock of Ages. He knows that to build upon that 
Rock would mean the establishing of a vital 
union. The words of Paul express the mean- 
ing perfectly, “And be found in Him, not hav- 
ing a righteousness of mine own, even that 
which is of the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from 
God by faith”. Man knows he is safe when he 
rests upon the Rock, Christ Jesus. The soul 
rests implicitly upon Him for pardon, peace 
and power. The prudent man takes no risks. 
He will not hazard his eternal soul through 
negligence. He will obey the Lord of the soul 
and build as He has commanded. 


We shall now inspect the other man’s house. 
This man’s home is pleasing to the eye. Cer- 
tain features of it, however, permit but a 
superficial inspection. We inspect it from attic 
to basement and though it presents a pleasing 
appearance we discover that it has been built 
hurriedly and cheaply. As we inspect the 
foundation walls we see sand below them. The 
builder has disobeyed the word of the Great 
Architect. He has not built for the storms but 
for fair weather. He has thought only of the 
days of sunshine. He has entirely forgotten that 
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the elements can rage as well as smile. This 


man’s religion is the shallow, fair-weather kind. . 


Sentiment, emotionalism and enthusiasm form 
ninety-nine and forty-four one hundredths per 
cent of his religious faith. His will is not sur- 
rendered to God. This man would not know 
what conviction and strength of character were 
if they had been his neighbors for decades. He 
is the type of Christian who is always so sure of 
his ground; who is ever ready to criticize other 
Christians, especially youthful Christians, who 
are just starting out on the Christian highway. 
He is the church member who always tells the 
pastor and the officers of the church what they 
must do. Such Christians forget the word of 
God, “Wherefore let him who thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall’. At Delhi, India, 
there was an ancient iron column. The natives 
were positive that it extended deep down into 
the ground. Some of the natives were not so 
sure about it and they investigated. Their inves- 
tigations were soon rewarded for they dis- 
covered that this great column pierced the 
earth but for twenty inches. There are many 
Christians who think they are rooted in the 
eternal and are merely standing upon the 
surface. 


A new cement road was being built between 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Zeeland, Michigan. 


Tae 
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; Everything went along splendidly until a stub- 


born sink-hole was encountered. What were 
the engineers to do? They experimented with 
a number of engineering methods but it was all 


of no avail. Many wondered if they would fill 


it and build the cement road over the fill. But 
no, the engineers were wise builders. They 


filled that place with thousands of dollars worth 


of sand and gravel and even now they are wait- 
ing until they can build a solid foundation for 
that roadway. There are many Christians 
who when they encounter such an obstacle in 
their spiritual way of life build right over the 
danger spot. They count upon their good be- 
havior, morality and honesty to carry them 
along. They obey the letter of the law but_ 
transgress against the spirit of the law. They 
are content to rest in their self-righteousness 
and in their external devotion. They feel that 


they do not need Jesus Christ. They can build 
- without Him. But are they correct in their high- 


handed attitude concerning soul-building? Note 
the contrast between the man who feels that he 
does not need Christ and the man. who knows 
that he does need Jesus Christ in his life. The 
one merely hears, the other hears and lives out 
the will of God. The one has the name, the 
other has the name and also the reality. The one 
is a talker, the other is a believer. It is the 
empty drum which makes the most noise. 
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The religion of the foolish man is that of a 
dreamer, a speculator. He deals with the un- 
real while the doer obtains the divine blessing. 
The religion of the speculative type of man is 
one of doubt, while the religion of the doer is a 
religion of evidence. The religion of the guesser 
is a loveless religion, while the life of the doer 
of Christ’s religion is a life of love and service. 
There is no possible salvation for a fool. 


III. Consmer, THEN, THE RESULTS OF THEIR 
EFFORTS 


The storms of life began to mount. The ele- 
ments raged with all their known fury. The 
wise man sat in his home. He was undisturbed 
by the raging storm outside. The winds blew, 
the rain fell and the floods came, but the 
house remained standing. Trials, temptations, 
troubles, disappointments, reverses, losses, 
doubts swept over this man’s soul, but he re- 
mained firm and true. He trusted in the 
promises of God. ‘True piety will stand any 
test, abide every ordeal, ride out the most severe 
storm. Obedience to God’s Word is always re- 
_ warded. The builder of this house obeyed God’s 
instructions and he built a mansion which with- 
stood every battering storm and every swelling 
tide. 


The foolish man also rested in his house. 
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The winds blew, the rain fell and the floods 
came. The man began to worry. He knew how 
he had built. Suddenly the sands begin to shift; 
the foundation quivers and spreads; the tim- 
bers creak and totter. Crash! Crash!! Crash!!! 
It is all over. The house collapsed and the 
builder perished in the structure he had built. 
His religion did not comfort him in trials, cheer 
him in sorrow, strengthen him in weakness. It 
deserted him in his hour of need and peril. He 
clutched at it but it disappeared as the mist. It 
was merely a phantom religion. It was a 
Christless religion. I ask you, “Can a man build 
without Christ?” Before you answer look at the 
wreck this man made of things. As the soul of 
this man was crashing to’ its destruction, he 
called out, “Have I not been a decent man, a 
kind man, a prompt man, a charitable man?” 
He expected his pretense of religion to save his 
soul. He had chosen to build upon sinking sand 
instead of upon Jesus Christ. 


The greatness of this man’s fall is that it is 
irreparable. Many of life’s mistakes can be 
rectified; many of our errors can be retrieved; 
many scenes,can be reversed, but this is the ir- 
reparable loss. The time of mercy is past; the 
Gospel has been removed; the harvest is past; 
the summer is ended—and he is not saved. 


Napoleon I wanted the world for himself. 
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He built: with the sword and his empire col-— 


lapsed. Paul wanted the world for Christ. He 
built with the love of Jesus and that great love 
is still conquering the realms of hate and evil. 


We are building for eternity. In youth we 
build our foundations. Remember — every 
foundation will be tested. The storms and the 
tides are sure to come. 


“Build ye on the Rock foundation, 
On the Rock that standeth sure; 

On the Rock of God’s salvation, 
That forever shall endure”. 


XI 


‘LESSONS FROM A 
MISSIONARY’S GRAVE 


“And through it he being dead yet 
speaketh”.—Hebrews 11: 4. 


| Gaara a visit to a grave is disappointing. 
The grave itself has nothing to offer. Yet, 
there are occasions when we stand beside a 
grave that it seems as though “he being dead yet 
speaketh”. Go, for instance, to the tomb of 
George Washington at Mt. Vernon. As you 
stand with bared head before that tomb, sur- 
rounded by nature’s most glorious appoint- 
ments, you will be lost in wonder and admira- 
_tion for the one who has departed this life. It 
seems as though the voice of the “Father of His 
Country” were speaking. The great lessons of 
his life such as sacrifice, patriotism, the price of 
leadership and loyalty come with force to your 
heart. Or, stand at the grave of Abraham Lin- 
coln. It is as though the spirit of the Great 
Emancipator hovers o’er you. The gratitudé of 
a great*race seems present in that place. It is 
as though the honor and love of the citizens of 
this Republic were there. It is as though “he 
being dead yet speaketh”. So we see that there 
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are graves, closed tombs, chilly resting places 
of the dead, which do speak to those who place 
the wreath of gratitude upon the last resting 
place of the earthly body. 


It is well that we visit such a place. How 
soon we forget the men who have struggled and 
labored under God for the establishment of the 
Kingdom of Righteousness on earth! It is fit- 
ting that at such a time and place we 
should sit down and meditate, “lest we forget” 
what they have done. We are not only prone 
to forget the prophets, apostles, early mission- 
aries, pioneers, great souls of earth who suf- 
fered, bled and died that we might enjoy the 
fruit of their labors, but we are equally prone 
to forget their great achievements and deeds of 
service. . 


What should be our attitude? What should 
be our thought as we stand beside the grave of 
one of earth’s great men now gone to Glory? 
Should we say, “He did much for his country”, 
or, “He performed great deeds for the Church”, 
and then turn away from the grave as if the 
character and achievements of the life now im- 
mortal meant nothing whatsoever to us? No, 
not that, but rather, “What is the message for 
‘my life? What is my duty in the light of the 
character and service of the one who has gone 
on before?” 
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Let us now journey on for a visit to the 
grave of one of God’s choice children—David 
Brainerd. Great was he in the service of his 
Lord and Master. His was a noble soul. His 
was a true heart. The passion of his life was 
souls for Christ. Arriving in the city of 
Northampton, Massachusetts, we wend our way 
to the cemetery. Standing at the gate of God’s 
Acre is a life-long resident of Northampton. We 
inquire of him the place of the grave of David 
Brainerd. He replies, “I have never heard that 
name before”. Oh how poor the life that is not 
filled with the thoughts, the purposes and spirit 
of the great men who have gone on before! We ~ 
stand aghast at such a possibility. Our counte- 
nances betray our surprise and chagrin, but we 
enter, and soon find the last resting place of 
David Brainerd. Upon the stone which marks 
his grave is inscribed: 

“In memory of David Brainerd; the faithful 
and zealous missionary among the Stock- 
bridge, Delaware and Susquehanna Indians., 
Died in 1747 being 30 years of age”. 


Standing beside this grave we ask, “Who 
was David Brainerd?” 

David Brainerd was born in Haddam, Con- 
necticut, April 20, 1718. He died in Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts, October 9, 1747, in the’ 
thirtieth year of his life. His father was Heze- 


& 
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kiah Brainerd, his maternal grandfather was 
the Reverend Peter Hobart, who, because of the 
persecutions. of the Puritans, settled in Hing- 
ham, Massachusetts. Two of David’s brothers 
entered the ministry, Nehemiah, who died be- 
fore David, and John, who succeeded David 
among the missionaries to the Indians of New 
Jersey. At the age of fourteen David was left 
an orphan. He was a lovable, devoted, humble, 
pious and conscientious youth. He entered Yale 
as a student. He was expelled from this insti- 
tution because he had criticized the lack of real 
devotion to God on the part of certain members 
of the faculty. Not to be thwarted in his desire 
for learning, he studied theology at the home of 
a clergyman friend and he was later ordained 
as a minister of the Gospel. A missionary so- 
ciety was formed at Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
David Brainerd was chosen by them as their 
missionary.. He accepted their invitation and 
began at once his work among the Stockbridge 
Indians. Four short years he labored for his 
Lord in this work, when, overcome by the ardu- 
ous labors, struggles and perils of this work, he 
died at the home of Jonathan Edwards. 


As we stand at the grave of David Brainerd 
our thoughts and questions are great in num- 
ber. We mutter to ourselves, “But thirty years 
of age! Four short years of service! Only one 
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year more than the Master’s ministry! Does 
_ David Brainerd belong to the ages past, or does 
he belong to the living present as well?” 


What are the lessons which the grave of 
David Brainerd holds for us? 


David Brainerd was a mighty inspiration to 
the modern missionary movement. 


His soul was on fire for God. He longed to 
bring souls to the “light of His face”. He was like 
Paul in his zeal for Christ. Though ill for many 
months his constant payer was, “Lord, may Thy 
kingdom come among the Indians”. The fervent 
zeal of David Brainerd so stirred the soul of 
Jonathan Edwards, in whose home he lay, that 
the spirit of this great scholar, theologian and 
Christian philosopher was so aroused that he 
inspired the church to take up this work in 
earnest and even he himself went out to labor 
among the Indians. Note how the influence of 
David Brainerd grew. Jonathan Edwards be- 
came a great inspiration to Carey who went to 
India, who said, having learned of David 
Brainerd through Edwards, “Let us think much 
about Brainerd, laboring among the Indians in 
America, who poured out his soul that the souls 
of Indiahs might live”: Henry Martyn was a 
student at Cambridge. He was stirred with the 
spirit of missions upon reading the story of 
Carey and David Brainerd’s influence upon 
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him. Robert McCheyne read the story of 
Brainerd and it so inspired him that he too de- 
cided to work among the unsaved. Though this 
desire was not fulfilled yet he became one of 
the world’s greatest preachers and did much 
for the Jews. Here we have Brainerd, Ed- 
wards, Carey, Martyn, McCheyne. The mantle 
of Brainerd fell upon them all. Because of the © 
surrender, sacrifice, labor, prayer and lives of 
these great souls the present missionary move- 
ment had its beginning. This is the first lesson 
from the grave of David Brainerd who said, 
“When you visit my grave, remember my 
words”. 


David Brainerd gave to the world the re- 
quirements of a true missionary. 


Chief of these is his word, “Would that all 
preachers were filled with the Spirit of God”. 
He knew the impotency of human powers in 
attempting to save a lost soul. He knew the 
need of the preacher and missionary for “spirit- 
filling”. He knew that the servant of God must 
have power other than his own. He knew that 
surrender of self must precede the advent of 
power in life. He knew that the servant of God 
who would give Christ to others must first ex- 
perience Christ for himself. He knew that they 
who would lead others to Christ must know the 
way themselves. David Brainerd thoroughly 
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understood that God converts sinners not by— 
power, nor by might, neither by much learning, 
but by the application of the power of the Spirit 
to the hearts of men who hear “the old, old 
story of Jesus and His love”. From the life of 
Brainerd there comes the word, “Let go and let 
God”. He did let God in and he did let God 
work through him. That message comes to us 
today. We need to let Jesus Christ nae His 
way in our hearts and lives. 


The grave of David Brainerd reminds us of 
our duty. 


_ It is strange how often we Christians must 
be reminded of our Christian duty in reference 
to the unsaved. We think so much of self that 
we forget the Master’s command, “Go ye!” We 
forget that missions is the organized effort of 
Christ’s church to carry out His last command. 
-It is all the more strange that we should have 
to be reminded of our duty when we note that 
the Great Commission was but a final word of 
the One whose life was the life of a missionary 
and whose teachings were those of God’s great- 
est Missionary. The task of the church to 
evangelize the world is obligatory. It is the in- 
evitable:result of the teachings, life and death 
of Jesus Christ. This task is implied in all the 
teachings of Christ. How much of the New. 
Testament a man would have to throw over- 
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board if he did not believe in missions. He 


would have to take Christ out of it. Jesus came 


to be Brother to us.all and to make us brothers 
of one another and of needy men everywhere. 
We must be as Peter and John and say, “We 


cannot but speak the things we have seen and 


heard”. There are still many in the church who 
are like the old Scotsman who rebuked Carey 


when Carey offered himself as a missionary of 


the Cross with the words, “Sit down, young 
man, when the Lord wants to convert the 
heathen he will do it without your help”. How 
beggared is the life without a passion for the 
unsaved, for such a life is a Christless life. Such 
a life has nothing of the spirit of the Master. 
Such Christians are truly spiritually poverty 
stricken. They are spiritual paupers. 


Having been reminded of our duty the ques- 
tion now arises, “How must we perform this 
task?” We venture to remark, “By lengthening 
the cords and by strengthening the stakes”. 


: The church of Jesus Christ is engaged in the 
work of the kingdom. Progress has been made. 
New triumphs and great are hers every year. 
The church cannot and may not rest upon her 
laurels for she has none. The laurels are for 
Christ. The task is not done. It has not been 
successfully completed. The challenge is a call 
to continue and extend the work. In this stren- 
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uous, excitable, shifting, changing age the 
church of the Lord Jesus must go forth as the 
Ambassador of the Conquering Christ, “with 
the Cross of Jesus, going on before”. It is for 
her to “keep faith” with her Lord. 


The church must make strong the sources 
from which this work proceeds in order that 
the cords may be lengthened. Let the church 
sound the call to youth for sacrifice and sur- 
render. Let the church sound the call to all 
Christians to the prayer, “Thy kingdom come”. 
Let the church sound the call for sacrifice and 
giving. Let her learn that the possessions of 
Christians are not theirs to keep but theirs to 
give. Let the church pray fervently and believ- 
ingly that the nations of the world may come to 
know Christ and that the earth may be filled 
with the knowledge of God, even as the waters 
_cover the bottom of the sea. 


In order that these cords may have the re- 
quired length we must add our personal length. 
David Brainerd added his life and talent to 
God’s kingdom. He was a plus sign. Every 
Christian must be an addition to the kingdom. 
Christians! We must “hurl our lives after our 
prayers!” lengthen the cords by your own 
length of character and service. Christ wants 
lives and talents. Christ wants YOU. Lengthen 
the cords with your life. The cords must be 
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lengthened and the stakes must be made strong. 


Every Christian ought to be a stake, firmly 


“rooted and grounded in love”. Under the com- 
pulsion of love—love for Jesus Christ—we can 
be stakes for the Master. 


How can we strengthen the stakes? 


. 1. We can strengthen the stakes by believ- 
ing that God wills that men shall be saved, by 
believing that God’s purpose and desire will 
rise triumphantly out of the present world bat- 
tle, by believing that the kingdom of Christ of 
which we are a part is the “Everlasting King- 
dom”, by remembering the words of our Lord, 
“T am with you all the days, even unto the con- 
summation of the ages”. 


_ 2. We can strengthen the stakes by prayer. 
We must pray believingly, “Thy kingdom 
“come”. Oh how David Brainerd wrestled with 
God for souls! His garments were worn at the 
knees. His periods of prayer were like a Geth- 
semane for him and God answered his prayers 
for he prayed “in faith believing”. Every re- 
_newed activity in the missionary enterprise was 
the result of fervent prayer. Pentecost, Carey’s 
work in India, Livingstone’s immortal efforts in 
Africa, Brainerd’s success among the Indians, 
the modern missionary movement—all were the 
result of wrestling with God in prayer. God 


ee on 


_ Lessons from a Missionary’s Grave 149 


will give an open door to a praying church. The 
church must realize the truth of the statement 
of a converted Japanese who said, just before 
he passed on to be forever with his Lord, “Go 
forward, but upon your knees”, 


3. We can strengthen the stakes by our 
gifts. How much of our treasure we waste! 
How much we spend foolishly! How much we 
selfishly keep for ourselves! Oh! If men would 
but realize that they are not the owners of what 
they possess and if they would but come to 
know that they are only stewards of that which 
is God’s! May God forgive us for not giving as 
we should. But why call it giving when it is 
not giving? We merely return to God that 
which is already His and a tithe is the least we 
can return. It is His. It belongs to Him. If 
every member of the Christian church would 
tithe regularly, in a single generation such 
spiritual and material blessings would descend 
upon the world and the church, that the world 
would be in peace and in brotherly love at the 
Savior’s feet to do Him homage and reverence. 
But what shall we say about the church that 
does not live up to the commands and expecta- 
tions of her God? When we refuse to tithe we 
shut the door of heaven’s treasure house and 
know not the riches of His grace. One has well 
said, “If I refuse to give, I vote to recall the 
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laborers in the fields. If I give less than I have 


done, I vote to diminish the work. If I give as 


I have been doing, I am in favor of holding on, 
but I am opposed to extending the work. If I 
do a little more, then I am in favor of a for- 
ward movement”. God grant that the church 
of the Living God may waken to the possibili- 
ties of the tithe. We refuse to receive the bless- 
ing when we refuse to obey the command, 
“Bring ye the whole tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in My house, and prove 
Me now herewith, said Jehovah of Hosts, if I 
will open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
your out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it”. 


The grave of David Brainerd tells us that it 
is not always a long service which counts. 

It is rather a faithful, true and noble service 
that counts in God’s kingdom. Quality of life 
and service means more to God than does 
quantity. Henry Martyn, Robert McCheyne, 
and David Brainerd lived long considering their 
accomplishments, though none of these reached 
his thirty-second year. 

The grave of David Brainerd speaks to us 
saying, “Friends of the Lord Jesus Christ, I 
have done what I could, I have served my Lord, 
I have given Him my all. I rest, but will you 
take up my work, will you walk in my foot- 
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steps, will you help the fenedor of Christ to 


come—will you?” 


Let us hear with this summons the voice of 
God, “Go ye and possess the land”. The Eter- 
nal God wills it. It is ours if we will but take it. 
God give us grace to be willing to be “slaves” 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, doing His good pleas- 
ure among our brethren in this world and say- 
ing, 

“Brothers, on whom the Savior laid 
The labor yet undone, 


Our lives must answer Him who prayed 
That all be one”. 


~ 


XII 


THE RAINBOW 


“IT do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant be- 
tween Me and the earth”. —Genesis 9: 18. 


“And there was a rainbow round about 
the throne’”.—Revelation 4: 3. 


ROM a small town that lay in the bosom of 
gently swelling hills there rose four 
churches, some without spires, some with 
spires, and each church was of a different de- 
nomination. It was on a late afternoon of a 
summer day that a traveler, passing by, looked 
upon this peaceful scene. A shower of rain 
was falling. Suddenly the sun appeared from 
behind the leaden clouds and a bright rainbow 
fell across the sky. The bow encircled all the 
city and countryside enveloping the humble 
meeting houses and lofty spires. It is the 
emblem of that covering which, irrespective of 
minor differences, embraces all the body of 
Christ. It is the emblem of the Heavenly 
Father’s “arms of mercy”. 
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I. THe Rarnsow Is an EmpieM oF Gop’s 
CREATIVE POWER AND JUSTICE 


It is a symbol of God’s creative and sustain- 
ing power. The ideas of the great peoples of 
the earth regarding the rainbow are interesting 
and significant. In the mythology of the Greeks 
the rainbow is designated by the name Iris. It 
is represented as the daughter of Thaumas and 
Electra, Grecian gods whose names mean “won- 
der” and “brightness” respectively. It is as- 
signed the office of messenger to the king and 
queen of Olympus. There is a picture of ancient 
Persian days which represents a winged boy on 
a rainbow with an old man kneeling in worship. 
The Hindu describes the rainbow as a warlike 
weapon in the hands of his gods, especially 
of Indras, “who hurls flashing darts upon 
the impious giants”. It is to them also a 
symbol of peace “when the combat of the 
heavens is silenced”. It is regarded by the Chi- 
nese as the announcer of misfortunes. The 
ancient Scandinavian peoples regarded it as a 
“bridge uniting heaven and earth”. In the Holy 
Scriptures the rainbow is a creation of the Al- 
mighty. It was an occasional effect of the un- 
changing laws of God in nature. The clear sky 
does not produce a rainbow, neither does the 
dark sky; but, when the sun breaks through and 
kisses the dark clouds, that very moment when 
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the sun and rain meet, a ray of light encircles: 
the cloud and the omnipotent hand of God 
paints this most glorious bridge of the heavens. 
Man has discovered the secret of the rainbow. 
Science is able to give us a detailed account of 
how God produces the rainbow. A Cyclopedia 
of the Sciences gives the following: “The ordi- 
nary rainbow consists of a series of successive 
zones of bands of polarized light, forming little 
concentric circles in the sky, and having a com- 
mon center almost always below the horizon, 
and diametrically opposed to the sun. It is pro- 
duced by the refraction and the reflection of 
the sun’s light through the spherical raindrops 
on which the rays fall, and, accordingly,. must 
always appear, with a greater or lesser degree 
of visibility when the two material agencies 
come in contact. The part of the sky on which 
the rainbow is thrown is much more bright 
within than without the bow. The outer space 
is dark, almost black; and the inner space, on- 
the contrary, melts into the violet almost in- 
sensibly”. It is God’s bow. It is His workman- 
ship. He claims it as His own when He uses the 
possessive pronoun, “MY bow”. 


It ts also a symbol of justice. The peoples 
of earth were indulging in the lowest and most 
despicable forms of sin. The patience of the 
Almighty was exhausted. He must strike. He 
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must punish. His justice demanded it. For one 
hundred and twenty years His servant Noah 
had labored with his fellowmen. He had cau- 
tioned them. He had informed them of their 
impending doom. He had pled with them 
to return to Jehovah, to cast aside their evil 
gods and to sin no more. The hearts of the 
people had been hardened and calloused by 
sin. The preaching of Noah was of no avail. 
God was not mocked. He struck. The sneering 
of the wicked became the bitter wail of the 
doomed. Noah and his family were safely 
sheltered in the ark. God locked the doors. The 
fountains of earth were opened, the windows 
of heaven were unsealed and soon the earth 
was transformed into a mighty sea. The 
waters prevailed and all living things outside 
the ark died. What terror! What catastrophes 
sin brings forth! God will not be angry forever. 
The windows of heaven are sealed, the foun- 
tains of earth are shut off and the water re- 
cedes. Noah and his family are released from 
the ark and then God the Just, God the Merci- 


ful, speaks, 


oi & glo set ‘my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for a token of a covenant between Me and 
the earth. And it shall come to pass, when 
I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow 
shall be seen in the cloud, and I will remem- 
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ber My covenant, which is between Me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in 
the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I 
may remember the everlasting covenant be- 
tween God and every living creature of all - 
flesh that is upon the earth. And God said 
unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant 
which I have established between Me and 
all flesh that is upon the earth”. 


II. THe Rarsow Is a Sign or Gop’s FarrH- 
FULNESS AND LOVE 


God knows that we are but children. He 
knows that we learn through objects and object 
lessons. Therefore, to impress His faithfulness 
upon the minds of His people He calls forth the 
rainbow and gives us His word of love. The 
covenant which God made with Noah includes 
all man and all ages. Never again will the 
earth be destroyed by water. There are those — 
who defy the promise of the Almighty and pre- 
dict another general flood, but for almost the 
entire existence of the human race God has 
kept His word. So when we see the rainbow 
in the heavens we are told of God’s faithfulness 
to His promise. 

The rainbow is also a seal of God’s love. It 
is a symbol of God’s love for all men. It is the 
precursor of John 3:16. It is the seal of God’s 
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common grace. He has given His glorious Gos- 
pel to the whole world. His sun shines upon 
_the good and the wicked. He causes the rain 
to fall upon the righteous and the unrighteous. 
God’s love is for all men. In the Book of 
Revelation, the fourth chapter, we _ read, 
“Straightway I was in the Spirit: and behold, 
there was a throne set in heaven, and one sit- 
ting upon the throne; and He that sat was to 
look upon like a jasper stone and a sardius: 
and there was a rainbow round about the 
throne, like an emerald to look upon”. 

Upon the ruins of the broken covenant of 
works, broken by Adam, God built the covenant 
of grace. Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, came and dispelled the black cloud of sin. 
Calvary has made man’s reconciliation with 
God possible. Calvary is the proof of God’s 
great love. This love is symbolized by the bow 
around the throne. The red and the green are 
the prominent colors. Red is the color of fire, 
blood and justice. Green, the emerald, is the 
color of promise. It represents the new way. 
The red and the green blend into one. Divine 
severity blends with divine love. Justice and 
mercy have met together. 

«pis Christ that died, O Love divine, 
Here Mercy, Truth and Justice shine, 


God reconciled and sinners bought, 
With Jesus’ blood, how sweet the thought”. 


¢ 
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It is because of the blending of these colors 
in the bow around the throne that we can “draw | 


near with boldness to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy, and find grace to help 
us in time of need”. Jesus who adorns that 
throne is the One whose soul has been pierced 
by the arrow of God’s wrath. The arrow which 
should have slain us lodged in His heart. “He 


was wounded for our transgressions, He was 


bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes 
we are healed”. The rainbow is a symbol of 


God’s undying love for His children. It is found 


in the words of George Matheson. 


“O Love that will not let me go, 
- I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller, be. 


O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 


O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be”. 
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Ill. Tue Ratwwsow Is a SyMBOL OF THE 
CHRISTIAN’S FAITH 


The rainbow is in the heavens. It belongs 
to the heavenlies. So with our faith. Its source 
is heavenly. It'is the gift of God. God puts it 
into our hearts. We believe because He gives 
us faith. Victory in the Christian life is not to 
the physically strong. It is not to the swift. It 
is to the faith-full. The victorious man is the 
man of faith. What a mighty power it is! See 
its conquests as recorded in Scripture. 


“Who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of.the sword, 
from weakness were made strong, waxed 
mighty in war, turned to flight armies of 
aliens. Women received their dead by a 
resurrection: and others were tortured, not 
excepting their deliverance; that they might 
obtain a better resurrection: and others had 
trial of mockings and scourgings, yea, more- 
over of -bonds and imprisonment: they were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were 
tempted, they were slain with the sword: 

_ 4hey went about in sheep skins, in goat 
skins; being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, 
(of whom the world was not worthy), wan- 
dering in deserts and mountains and caves, 
and the holes of the earth. And these all, 
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having had witness borne to them through 
their faith, received not the promise, God 
having provided some better thing concern- 
ing us, that apart from us they should not 
be made perfect”. 


The rainbow is a symbol of the changeless- 
ness of our position. No demon, man nor angel 
can erase the rainbow from the sky nor remove 
it from above the throne of Jesus. Faith, once 
given, remains. It is a fast color. The marks 
of God are permanent. Though the believer’s 
faith may rise and fall as does the mercury in a 
thermometer it is never entirely gone. Its root 
is in the Almighty. 


The rainbow is a symbol of faith in that it 
causes one to look upward. The object of our 
faith is in Glory—even Christ Jesus. Our eter- 
nal hope is in the heavens—the New Jerusalem. 
Our imperishable treasure is there; our resting 
place is there; our sphere of renewed and holy 
service is there. In darkness and in storm it is 
faith that looks up and finds peace and rest for 
the soul. 


The rainbow appears to unite heaven and 
earth. It seems like two great pillars upon 
which the heavens rest. We are here upon the 
earth. God is in His heaven, yet He dwells in 
the hearts of His people. The distance between 
God and the saved soul has been spanned. The 
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gulf has been bridged. All obstacles have been 
removed and now the soul can and will enjoy 
a blessed fellowship with the Father. Our faith 
thus increases until one day we too shall be pil- 
_lars, doing our part in the sustaining of the 
eternal kingdom. 


IV. THE RAINBOW Is THE SYMBOL OF A GLORI-. 
ous Furure 


Many are our elecnart experiences. Life 
seems to be crowded with sorrow, trials and af- 
flictions. At times the soul sighs, “All Thy bil- 
lows have gone over me”. We seem to be 
doomed to a pessimistic philosophy of life. But 
that is only in the appearance of things and 
many times “things are not what they seem”. 
When we remember the rainbow we become 
optimists for it tells us that all the experiences 
of life are from God and are controlled by Him. 
God sits above the flood. He controls our lives 
and the message of the rainbow to us in all the 
vicissitudes of life is,“God hath chastened you 
sorely, but hath not given you over unto death”. 

The rainbow is the child of the storm. It 
brings the promise. When the clouds weep and 
the sun shines the rainbow appears. It springs 
forth out of the conflict between light and dark- 
ness. The richest and most beautiful charac- 
ters in life may be found among those who have 
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been sorely tried and tempted. They have dis- 
covered the ministry of suffering. The rainbow 
tells us that sorrow alone cannot give birth to 
this beauty of character and life. It tells us that 
with the heavy heart and the tear of sorrow 
there must be the light from heaven. 


“Through gloom and shadow look we, 
On beyond the years. 
The soul would have no rainbow, 
Had the eye no tears”. 


An aged couple who had glorified God by 
their glad lives were asked, “And have you 
never had any clouds?” “Clouds”, replied the 
dear old lady, “Clouds, yes indeed, else where 
would the blessed showers come from?” 


The rainbow tells us that the storm is past. 
The sweet follows the bitter. The rainbow tells 
us that our redemption will surely come to pass. 
The race must be run, the task must be per- 
formed, the battle must be fought. Through it 
all God guides, for the rainbow of promise 
brings good cheer and sustenance to the sorrow- 
ful and faint heart. The rainbow brings to our 
hearts and lips a song in the night. 


The rainbow tells of final victory. It prom- 
ises that we shall be received into Glory. It 
promises relief from sorrow and storms. It 
offers release from the enemy and temptation. 
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‘It drives away the clouds and sends the sun- 
shine. Justice and Mercy have met on Calvary. 
“Blessed be the God of our Lord and’ Savior 
Jesus Christ”. 


“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost”, 


a en ee | ee | ee eee es | es |) 


XI 


THE DESIRE OF THE ANGELS 


“Which things angels desire to- look 
into”.—1 Peter 1: 12. 


Ga Bar OF the great mysteries of the Christian 
religion is that God saves the sinner. The 
entire process is a mystery. Jesus Christ, God 
manifest in the flesh, is a mighty mystery. 
Jesus Christ, The Sinbearer of the Race, dying 
for us while we were yet sinners, is beyond our 
comprehension. Though a great mystery, He is, 
nevertheless, a reality. The soul loves freedom. 
Jesus Christ has gained for the soul the freedom 
it so dearly loves. The work of redemption ac- 
complished by our Lord is the present joy of 
the renewed man’s soul, and it will be the theme 
of every heavenly conversation throughout all. 
eternity. 


This epistle of the Apostle Peter was ad- 
dressed to the dispersed Christians in Asia 
Minor. The Christians in this area were heavy 
of heart because of the many trials which had 
come into their church life. They had been 
subjected to “manifold temptations”. The 
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Apostle, however, draws their attention from 
their present condition to the more hopeful and 
glorious future of the church of God. He tells 
them that they have been begotten “unto an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven” for them. 
He inspires them with the thought that God is 
- their Keeper, by saying, “You, who by the power 
of God are guarded through faith unto a salva- 
tion ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief 
in manifold trials”. He recalls to their minds 
their affection for the Lord Jesus, “Whom not 
having seen ye love”. 


The central theme is SALVATION. The 
_ Apostle challenges these Asia Minor Christians 
to continued faithfulness by reminding them of 
the salvation of which the prophets of old had 
prophesied and which had been fulfilled in 
Christ Jesus. He informs them that this work 
of salvation is so marvelous and so wonderful 
in its power and in its scope that not even the 
angels can understand it. They, indeed, would 
love to know all about its workings, but they 
cannot understand. Let us consider together 
for a little while “the desire of the angels”. 
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I. Wuat Do THE ANGELS DESIRE TO SEE? 


Angels are God’s children. They are His ~ 


creation. In number they are as the stars of the 
heavens and as the sands upon the seashore. 
They are God’s ministering spirits. They assist 
Him in His work. Their knowledge is wonder- 
fully great and their power is tremendous. They 
are God’s holy servants. In our Psalter we 
read— | 


“Bless Him, ye angels, wondrous in might, 
Bless Him, His servants that in His will delight”. 


Even though their power is wonderfully great 
and their knowledge is in most things superior 
to man’s, they cannot do everything and they 
do not know all things. They do not share in 
God’s powers of omnipotence and omniscience 
to such an extent. 


The angels of God are the envy of many a 
man and it is no wonder that men would be as 
the angels of God. Here below, we look into a 
glass darkly, while the angels always see the 
face of the Father, “who is in heaven”. They 
are sinless, man is sinful. They are in God’s 
presence, man is estranged from the Heavenly 
Father. The angels had a prominent part in 
God’s program at the occasion of Jesus’ birth. 
They announce His coming to the shepherds of 
Bethlehem. They render an anthem to His 
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- praise. After the temptation of our Lord they 
come and minister unto Him. In Gethsemane 
they serve their agonizing Master. They watch 
at His grave; they proclaim His resurrection; 
they meet Him on ascension day; they escort 
Him to His throne in the high heavens; they 
bring a message to the dumbfounded disciples. 
The angels watching Jesus suffer desire to 
know more about this mystery. They miss the 
Son in Glory and they are desirous of knowing 
the manner of His incarnation. They would 
like to understand the mystery of His earthly 
character. They know that He is the God-Man, 
but they do not understand the manner of it. 
They desire to be conversant with the facts of 
His perfect and sinless life. How they wish 
that they might be able to apprehend the love - 
of God revealed in the death of Jesus Christ! 
They would comprehend the doctrine of Christ; 
they would know His teachings; they would 
understand His words. This, summarized into 
a sentence, simply means that the angels of 
heaven desire to know more about the mystery 
of salvation. To them it is God’s masterpiece. 
It is to their minds God’s most stupendous 
undertaking.. It eclipses all the enterprises of 
the universe, past or present. 


Some may think it strange that the angels of 
God, who dwell with Him and who serve Him 
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night and day, are not able to comprehend fully 
His loving purpose in the salvation of lost sin- 
ners. It may seem strange yet it is a fact that 
the angels of God know no more about the 
philosophy and the inner working of this great 
plan than do we. The hidden things of God are 
’ not a part of their knowledge. The wisdom of 
God is not their possession. 


When we approach the practical side of this 
question we discover that the human mind pos- 
sesses more information about God’s plan of 
salvation than do the angels of heaven. They 
need no salvation. It is not for them. They re- 
main in the realm of the sinless. They cannot 
understand its necessity. They stand on the 
shore of the sea of mystery and wonder. These 
angels did not fall. They do not know what sin 
is. Unbelief is absolutely foreign to their con- 
ception of things. They are righteous beings. 
They are, however, greatly concerned about 
God’s people. They escort God’s saints to Glory. 
They mingle their voices with the voices of the 
redeemed in the Hallelujah Chorus of heaven. 
They know the fact of Christ’s suffering but 
they cannot understand its meaning. 


We do not know what the angels thought 
when one of their number drove man from the 
garden. No doubt questions arose in their 
minds when they conversed about man’s fall. 


The Desire of the Angels 169 


It was a strange procedure to them. Perhaps 
their reasoning was something like this: We 
can understand why God punished the wicked 
angels and disobedient man, but why should 
He, the Creator of all, be overwhelmed by 
man’s condition? Why must all these billows 
and waves of the sins of His creatures roll over 
Him? They wanted to know the reason why 
and so they tried to fathom this mystery of God. 
It is true, they did sing, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among men, in 
whom He is well pleased”, but they could not 
fathom how God could be glorified by the birth 
of Christ. They were not understanding serv- 
ants; they were merely obedient heralds. 


The angels knew about the fall of man. 
They also knew that God’s purpose included the 
gathering to Himself of all those who believed 
upon His name. They were informed about 
God’s sustaining power and His purpose to 
keep His own until the end. The great mystery 
of it all puzzled them. They could not discover 
the relation of Christ’s suffering to the fall of 
man. To their minds it was a marvelous feat. 
To them it was God’s master-stroke. They could 
_ say with’Paul, “O the depth of the riches both 
_of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways 
are past finding out. For who hath known the 
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mind of the Lord? or who hath been His coun- 
sellor? or, who hath first given to Him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto Him again? For of 
Him, and through Him, and unto Him, are all 
things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen”. 


The other mystery they desired to under- 


stand was that concerning the glory which was © 


to follow. They perceived that glory would issue 
forth from the throne, but to them that again 
presented unanswerable questions. What would 
be the measure of the glory which would pro- 


ceed from God? What will be the character of | 


those glorified? What will be their status? 
What will the final glory be like, when the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, together with the 
angels and the hosts of the redeemed are to- 
gether? The angels would solve, as we en- 
deavor to do today, the mystery of the new 
heaven and the new earth with its glorified in- 
habitants. = 
II. How Do THE ANGELS ENDEAVOR TO SATIS- 
FY THEIR DEsIRE TO UNDERSTAND Gop’s 
PLAN OF SALVATION? 


We find the answer to the query in the Ark 
of the Covenant. The Ark was placed in the 
Holy of Holies. In it was kept the Law. Above 
the Law was the cover or the mercy seat made 


ry. ye 
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of pure gold. This mercy seat removed the con- 


demning influence of the Law. It counteracted 


the Law’s function. The Law said, “Guilty man 
must die”. The Mercy Seat replied, “That is 
true, but there is forgiveness”. 


“There is a place where Jesus sheds 
The oil of gladness on our heads, 
A place than all beside more sweet: 
It is the blood-bought mercy seat”. 


Above the Ark were two angels. Their wings 
were outstretched. Their faces were turned 
downward as if they desired to penetrate the 
mystery and understand. 


Such desire denotes especial interest. The 
astronomer looks intently at an object in the 
far-away heavens. He strains every eye muscle 
in order that he may discover something new. 
He is not satisfied with a mere superficial look 
and so he stares into the heavens by the hour. 
The angels above the Ark looked steadfastly and 
expectantly upon the mercy seat hoping all the 
while that the solution would appear. The atti- 
tude of the angels is one of patience and re- | 
spect. They. reverence God’s wisdom and they 
remain*satisfied with what the Father gives 
them. The so-called wise men of this earth are 
not always so. They begin to question and when 
God does not answer them at once they turn 
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from Him and say that there is no God, or if © 
there is a God, His purposes and His desires 
make Him the monster of the universe. What 
petty minds! What blatant ignorance! Do not 
these wise men know that patience is an in- 
tegral part of wisdom? True, the angels do not 
understand, they feel that they cannot under- 
stand and therefore their God becomes greater 
in their estimation. They realize their insig- 
nificance in comparison with God and they will- 
ingly admit it. 


The desire of the angels is mingled with 
amazement. They were filled with wonder long 
before Christ suffered upon Calvary. Had they 
not watched the development of God’s plan 
from the day that God had accepted His crea- 
tion and pronounced it “good”? The unfolding 
of God’s purpose continuously aroused their in- 
terest. There was something happening all the 
time. New power, wisdom, mercy, patience, 
majesty and glory were constantly challenging 
their admiration. They watched the workings 
of God. His actions revealed the depth of His 
love to them. The righteousness of His judg- 
ments caused them to marvel. They glory in 
their office and in their service as they behold 
“mercy and truth meeting together; righteous- 
ness and peace kissing each other”. In their 
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adoring amazement they sing, “Holy, holy, holy, ‘ 
is Jehovah of Hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory”. 
II. Wary Do THe ANGELS DEsIRE To KNow 
Gop’s PuRPOSE IN SALVATION? 


The angels desire to understand the mystery 
of salvation, negatively, not merely to satisfy 
their curiosity, not to know and then to claim to 
be as God; but positively, that they may give 
more glory to God and that they may under- 
standingly sing His praises. Never before had 
they witnessed so much of God’s perfect and in- 
comprehensible love and mercy as they did in 
the execution of the plan of salvation. They 
knew that glory would follow the ultimate com- 
pletion of this plan, but of the time and method 
they were not aware. They knew that there 
would be a new heaven and a new earth, but — 
they did not know when that renewing would 
take place. They are satisfied with God’s way 
of doing things. His will is their will. They 
are His adoring servants. . 

Then too, there is another reason, a two-fold 
reason, for their desiring to understand the 
mystery of salvation. First, they desire to 
glorify the Master who at such a tremendous 
price obtained for fallen man so great a salva- 
tion. They want to do their Lord honor. To 
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them it is the most astonishing accomplish- | 


ment of all the ages and they want to show 
forth their Master’s praise throughout all the 
heavens. Again, they receive a wonderful cause 
for rejoicing when a soul is born into the king- 
dom of their Lord. It was Jesus who said, 
“Even so, I say unto you, there is joy in the 


presence of the angels of God over one sinner | 
that repenteth”. The angels are truly praise- 


singers. They know how to praise God. It is 
their task, their mission, their life. 


ITV. Wuat Do WE Learn FROM ALL THIS? 


Remember that Peter is writing to the 


churches in Asia Minor. He is endeavoring to 
encourage, admonish and comfort them. The 
example of the angels is an object lesson for the 
church of Jesus Christ. We were sinners. We 
had transgressed God’s holy and righteous laws. 
God in His mercy cancelled the debt and gave 
us His official pardon. The Apostle shows us 
what great debtors we are. He tells us that the 
angels needed no pardon and yet they praise 
God with joy and gladness. The lesson Peter 
wants us to learn is this, “Greatly rejoice”, for 
“the proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold that perisheth though it is proved by 
fire, may be found unto praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ”, 


* 35.8 
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Then too, the better a soldier knows his king 
and his king’s goodness, love, power and wis- 
dom, the more he will praise his king. The 
angels desired to know more of God’s purposes 
that they might praise Him better. Newborn 
men ought ever to “praise God from whom all 
blessings flow”. They ought to show forth con- 
tinually their gratitude in lives that do honor 
to the name of the Lord Jesus. The believer, 
when prompted by holy motives, desires to see 
more of God’s work. He, therefore, fits himself 
through study, prayer, and service for praising 
his Savior. The man who thus diligently and 
faithfully serves his Master will be rewarded. 
He will be led into the secret place of the 
Father. To such, God will reveal secrets which 
He withholds from the world, for “the counsel 
of Jehovah is with them that fear Him; and He 
will show them His covenant”. 


The result of all this must be that the be- 
liever will take a firmer hold upon the Cross of 
Christ and will say with Paul, “But far be it 
from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom the world hath 
been crucified unto me, and I unto the world”. 
The believer will surely be filled with song and 
will shout forth the word, “Thanks be to God 
for His unspeakable gift”! The angels do not 
understand God’s purposes in all things, yet 
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they are content to leave all in the Father’s care. 
There are many things in our lives which we 
cannot fathom, and we too, are to leave all in 
the Father’s hands. 


God’s ways are in the deep waters. His will 
is higher than ours. Let us pray that His will 
may be ever our will. 


0000000000000 


XIV 


THE HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 


“And a highway shall be there’.— 
Isaiah 35: 8. 


1 ae TRAVELER in America is frequently 
reminded that he must “Keep to the Right”. 
The right side of the highway is the side men 
must employ when traveling in the United 
States. If an automobile driver elects to drive 
on the left side he chooses to wreck two cars— 
the other man’s car and his own. The sign 
“Keep to the Right” is a by-word in American 
travel. If a man would arrive at his destination 
in safety he must travel on the right side of the 
road. The right side is the traveler’s right-of- 
way. 

When on life’s journey men must “Keep to 
the Right”. A turn to the left means a turning 
from God’s way of life. The left side is the 
way of sin and sorrow. It is the highway that 
leads to destruction and death. There is but 
one rotite to peace and joy. It is God’s way to 
the abundant life. By keeping to the right one . 
will find contentment and satisfaction in serv- 
ice, tranquillity of soul and eternal life. 
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The text is a part of Isaiah’s great prophecy. 
It speaks of the joy of the redeemed. It pic- 
tures the glory of Zion’s future. It is a mighty 
challenge to all men to “Keep to the Right”. It 
is a summons to all men to walk the highway 
to heaven. The prophet tells us all about this 
highway. He describes it for us. Let us study 
this highway and thus discover why we should 
travel this way. 


This highway is the King’s highway. 


This way is a specially built road. It is a 
prepared highway such as monarchs are accus- 
tomed to build for their own convenience. 
Napoleon I spent millions of francs in building 
the Route of the Simplon. This road is in the 
Alps, in the southern part of Switzerland. The 
old way was impractical according to the Em- 
peror’s judgment and therefore a new road 
was built. It is carried through several tunnels, 
over more than six hundred bridges, and has 
twenty station houses for passengers and 
travelers. Its ascent is gradual for the most 
part, the highest point of the road being nearly 
seven thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
The Route of the Simplon is a King’s highway. 

When John the Baptist appeared upon the 
- New Testament scene of action he called men 
to the King’s highway. He was “the voice of 
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one crying in the wilderness, make ye ready 
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight”. 
“The way of the Lord” was built at far greater 
cost than was the Route of the Simplon. Earth’s 
resources were pitiably inadequate for building. 
this highway. The Lord’s highway cost the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begot- 
ten of the Father. His work, life and death - 
spanned the chasm of sin. The Savior tunneled 
through the obstacles of iniquity and brought 
salvation to the world. “And a highway shall 
be there”—it is the highway which those who 
come to Christ must travel. It is the royal road 
to Glory. 


This highway is a holy way. 


The prophet says, “It shall be called the way 
of holiness”. This world does not like the holy 
highroad. The world’s feet are unclean. This 
way is too spotless a way for wicked men to 
travel. They are lost on this highway. Wicked 
and staggering men need a broad way. Selfish 
men do not like this highroad because it-is the 
- road of self-denial and sacrifice. Proud men do 
not fancy this route because it is the route of 
self-abnegation. Haughty men do not love this 
way because it is the way of cross-bearing. Per- - 
verse and obstinate men hate this way because 
it is the way of self-surrender. 
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The man who travels this holy way is the 
man of the new heart. He is the born-again 
man. He is the renewed man. He is a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. He is walking in the 
Jesus-way. New and holy principles control 
him. His will is no longer his own for it is 
God’s. He is the man who says with George 
Matheson— . 


“My will is not my own 

Till Thou hast made it Thine; 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne, 
It must its crown resign. 

It only stands unbent 
Amid the clashing strife, 

When on Thy bosom it has leant 
And found in Thee its life’’. 


The man who travels this holy way is the 
one who has fellowship with God. He walks 
and talks with His Lord. This man travels the 
consecrated highway to the Throne of Grace 
and finds grace and help in time of need. He is 
the man who has wrestled with Jehovah and 
can testify, “I have seen God face to face and 
my soul is preserved”. He is the man who can 
worship God in spirit and in truth. He is the 
man who can sing with the people of God— 


“Within Thy temple’s sacred courts, 
With loving and adoring thought, 
We contemplate Thy grace, O God, 
And all Thy deeds with mercy fraught”. 
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This highway is a plain way. 


Children can find it as easily, often more 
easily, than can older folks. If one keeps to the 
right it is not a difficult pathway to travel. All 
we need to do to arrive safely is to read and 
obey the traffic signs. The unlearned need not — 
lose their way on this highway, for the direc- 
tions of God’s Spirit and Word are sufficiently 
elementary for any one. It is not the the will 
of God that any traveler on this highway shall 
become confused. The Cross of Christ is at the 
entrance. It is a mighty beacon light calling the 
wayfarer to this holy way and, once he is on 
the way, the traveler discovers that this glorious 
Cross lights the entire route to heaven. This 
highway is a straight way and one cannot lose 
his way on a straight road. The way to Glory 
is “Turn to the right and go straight ahead”. 
The traveler on this way cannot lose his way 
for— 

“Grace and truth shall mark the way 
Where the Lord His own shall lead, 


If His Word they still obey 
And His testimonies heed’’. 


This highway is the way of love. 


This*way has been provided by Love. The 
possibility of our walking this way is born of 
Love. They who travel this way are led by 
Love and they, in turn, must love. Love is a 
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fruit of the Spirit. Spirit-born men must love. 
It-is not difficult to realize why God wants us 
to love when we think upon the following inci- 
dent. A Christian woman had befriended an 
outcast girl. The child was suffering from a 
dreaded disease. Disease threatened her life. 
The dear old lady gave her rest and nourishing 
foods. This saint of God comforted and loved 
this child. Realizing that the little girl had not 
much longer to live, she asked the girl if she 
even thought of God. The child smiled up into 
the sweet face of her benefactor and whispered, 
“Oh yes, and it has not been hard to think of 
God since I met you”. 


One day two men met. One asked the other, 
“What brought you to Christ?” A_ smile 
covered the countenance of the other man as he 
replied, “Far from here, way back in the hills, 
I had a teacher who walked the Jesus-way. She 
lived the love-life. I saw it in her face and in 
her life. It drew me to the Lord she loved and 


now I walk that same way”. Ah yes, they love 


on the highway of the Lord. Self is forgotten. 
Christ and others become the first considera- 
tions of the Christian’s mind. They who walk 
this way must obey the command of the Lord 


Jesus, “Love one another; even as I have loved 


you.—By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. 


le 
Roe 3 


The Highway to Heaven - 183 


This highway is the highway of manifes- 
tation. 


Among the farewell words of Jesus to His 
disciples, we find this gem of promise, “He that 
hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall 
be loved of My Father; and I will love him, and 
will manifest Myself unto him”. When the sor- 
rows and perplexities of life come, when the 
many vexations of this earthly existence seem 
to overwhelm us, Jesus whispers into our ears, 
“Fear not”. When the problems of life distress 
us and when there seems to be no solution for 
them, Jesus says, “I am the Way”. His power 

‘within us makes us strong against temptation. 
Recall what Jesus said to Peter, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan asked to have you; that he might 
sift you as wheat: but I made supplication for 
thee, that thy faith fail not”. Even so does Jesus 
manifest Himself to us today. He is with us— 
yes, even within us. Every day, every hour, 
every instant He manifests Himself to us 
through His providences, love and mercy. In 
the ninety-first Psalm we read, “He that dwell- 
eth in tlte secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty”. 
Under that shadow men see Jesus, know Him 
and learn His will. Here they enjoy the secret 
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things of the covenant. Here they walk with 
Him and learn the secrets of God’s heart. 


This highway is the happy way. 


In the chapter in which our text is found we 
read, “And the ransomed of Jehovah shall re- 
turn, and come with singing unto Zion; and 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they 
shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away”. What a challenge to 
youth! What a glorious promise! 


It is the happy way because it is the safe 
way. In the olden times the mountain passes 
were often unsafe for travel. Lurking lions 
roamed about through the mountains and 
forests seeking to devour. Jericho road-men 
made these highways their meeting places with 
robberies and murders their purpose. Dangers 
constantly theatened the wayfarer upon these 
Palestinian highways. Upon the Lord’s high- 
way, “No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast go up thereon”. It is the happy 
way because Jesus goes with us. His presence 
goes with us and we have peace and rest. The 
Lord is our Keeper, therefore we are not afraid. 
We rejoice in the safety He provides. 


It is the happy way because it leads through 


pleasant country. The way of the Lord is along 
“the green pastures—still waters—paths of 
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righteousness”. It is not an uncommon thing to — 
meet one who is a spiritual pessimist. All that 
such a person sees is the blight of sin. It may 
be because he is living in sin that he sees so 
much of it. He may be traveling the left way. 
All those who travel the way of the Lord see 
_ pleasantness everywhere for “the path of the 
righteous is as the dawning light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day”. The light 
of the Cross beautifies this highway. 


It is the happy way because it offers good 
companionship. The travelers on this highway 
are Zion bound. The redeemed walk this way. 
God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is there 
to lead and to encourage us. What a blessed 
companionship! 


This highway ts the highway which ends in 
-Glory. 


This route leads us to Zion. Applying this 
prophecy to Israel we find that it means that the 
captive Jews will return home. Jerusalem, once 
again, will be their habitation. Applying it to 
ourselves we find that we shall be led to heaven. 
The end of this way must be heaven, for we are 
told that sat the end of this way we shall find _ 
everlasting joy. Heaven is our home and we 
are traveling to the mansion prepared for us in 
Glory. The Savior is awaiting our arrival. 
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Loved ones who have preceded us are looking 
forward to the day of blessed reunion in the 
Land where there are no more partings. 


This highway is the highway of revelation. 


A world traveler once said, “I had been liv- — 
ing on the banks of the Mediterranean Sea all 
winter. I had walked along its shores. I saw 


all there was to see. Before I left I climbed a 
high mountain and from its summit I saw the 
sea with its beautiful islands, the other moun- 
tains in the distance, the white surf breaking at 
my feet. It was wonderful. Had I remained 
down I would have missed it all”. Those who 
live within the sphere of self never get a 
glimpse of the worth-while. The self-centered 
man does not know life. It is only when a man 
climbs the mountain of God’s Will and there 
sacrifices his will to God that he gains the true 
perspective and meaning of life. Then dark- 
ness will flee and faith will increase. Then we 
shall no longer grope in the darkness but we 
shall walk in the way of light. Then all that 
bewilders us will vanish and we shall see the 
pathway of God leading us to the Land of 


Promise. The summons of Jesus to those who 


would discover the glory of the surrendered 
life is—“FOLLOW ME”. 


Friends, whither are you going? Are you 
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going to the right or to the left? If you are go- 
ing to the left remember, every day carries you 
farther away from the Father’s home and every 
passing hour makes it more difficult for you to 
return. Turn from your way of wandering for 
but a moment. Look upon the Highway of God. 
See its Arch of Triumph. The hand that opens 
the door is the blood-stained and piercéd hand 
of Christ. The voice that bids you come is the 
voice of the Master. From the distance there 
come the songs of those who have already 
entered. The Savior offers life. What will you 
do? Which way will you travel? 


“To every man there openeth 

A High Way and a Low. 

The High Soul climbs the High Way, 
The Low Soul gropes the Low ~ 

And in between; on the misty flats 
The rest drift to and fro. 

To every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low, 

And every man decideth 
The Way his soul shall go”. 


a> 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S GUARD 


“And the peace of God, which passeth — 
all understanding, shall guard your hearts 
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus”.— 
Philippians 4: 7. 


TRIBE of aboriginal Indians was driven from 

its place of habitation. The chief led his ~ 

tribe southward from the old camping-place, from 
the familiar hunting-places, from the fierce and 
powerful enemy. After many weeks of wander- 
ing and fighting, a peaceful area was found. Far 
from robber tribes and near friendly streams this 
tribe settled. The word which escaped the lips of 
the weary old chief as he sat within his tent door 
was “Alabama”, which means, “Here we rest”. 
The old Indian warrior and his tribe enjoyed this 
rest and quiet but a few months. Soon another 
powerful and warlike tribe swooped down upon 
them, driving them away from their “Alabama”, 
and the old chief decided that there was no such 
thing as peace and rest in this world. The chief 
was right. There is no absolute peace and rest 
here. Sin has disturbed the peace of man’s heart. 
It has made brother enemy against brother. It 
has made life a struggle and a constant warfare. 
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It, seemingly, has made peace and rest impossible. - 
Man must ever be on the alert. Every factory 
employs a watchman. The army has its sentinels. 
The ocean liner has its “eyes” in the crow’s nest. 
The Christian must always be observant and vigi- 
lant. He must “watch and pray”. Temptation, 
trial, vexing and disturbing experiences are inces- 
santly storming the citadels of his soul. The 
Christian, in order to be the victor in life, must . 
be wakeful and cautious. Apparently, there is no 
rest for the child of God. Though rest-less, the 
Christian is not defense-less. He is not unpro- 
tected. David was in the cave of Adullam. Out- 
ward appearances indicated that he and his band 
were doomed to defeat and death. In this plight 
his soul is bared to man in these words: 


“All unprotected, lo, I stand, 
No friendly guardian at my hand, 
No place of flight or refuge near, 
And none to whom my soul is dear”. 


David had forgotten the source of his power. 
He had allowed the Word of God to slip from 
his memory. For a time he had forgotten the be- 
liever’s guard. The peace of God -was absent from 
his soul for a séason. But the very instant he was 
conscious of the presence of this all-protecting 
power in his soul, he sang, as he put himself in 
the care of God, ; 


} 
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“O Lord, my Savior, now to Thee, 
Without.a hope besides, I flee, 
To Thee, my Shelter from the strife, 
My Portion in the land of life’. 


The Christian has a guard. It is God’s peace. 


I. THe Conpirions Upon Wuicu Gop SENDS 
THis GUARD. ; 


Man must be at peace with his fellowmen 
if he is to have this guard over his soul. Certain of 
the members of the Philippian Church were at 
variance with one another. They were “not of 
the same mind in the Lord”. Paul admonishes 
these folks to settle their differences. He exhorts 
them to forbearance. He calls their attention to 
the thought that if they will do what is right and 
be at peace with one another God will give them 
peace. He pleads with them to love one another. 
We all need the love “that thinketh no evil”. We 
must not allow petty difficulties to keep God’s 
peace from our hearts. We surely shall not ex- 
perience this surpassing peace if we continue in 
an unforbearing attitude of heart and mind. The 
blockade must be removed before the blessing of 
God can be received. By not being at peace with 
men, we automatically close the doors of our 
hearts to His priceless peace. We leave our souls 
without a guard. We jeopardize our eternal souls. 
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Let us live at peace with all men that we may pos-- 
sess the eminently excellent peace of God. 


One must be rid of sin if one is to be guarded 
by God’s peace. David had no peace of soul when 
he lived in a double iniquity for an entire year. 
Peter’s soul was sorrowful after he had denied his 
Lord. Augustine had nought but spiritual agita- 
tion while living his life of unrighteousness, and, 
therefore, he could not write his great theological 
treatises until after his soul had been cleansed. 
Judas continued in his sin. His soul became a de- 
fenseless soul, and Satan claimed it as his. The 
explanation of so many suicides is a simple one, 
the souls of men are not protected by God’s sav- 
ing and potecting peace. Man cannot live in sin 
and be protected by God’s guarding peace. 


One must be careful, patient and forbearing 
in order to possess this guard. Paul says, “The 
Lord is at hand”. To the Christian, whose soul is 
fortified with God’s peace, that word is not a 
paralyzing alarm, but it is the Father’s voice say- 
ing, “Come home, child of Mine”. To own such a 
peace we must love God, trust in Him, pray to 
Him daily, and serve Him. Our hearts must be in 
constant touch with the Almighty and be filled 


with thanksgiving. 
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II. Wuat is Tuts Guarp? 


It is God’s peace. Negatively, it is not the 
blessedness which belongs to God. It is not the 
rest which remains for God’s children. Positively, 
it is the deep, invigorating calmness of the spir- 
itual life. It is the faithful and childlike confidence 


in God. It implies a consciousness of sins for- - 


given, of being accepted by God, of being justified 
with the Heavenly Father. It is the peace which 
arises from spiritual-mindedness. It is the peace 
which comes when we keep God’s Law. It is the 
peace which the Psalmist speaks of in the one 


hundred and nineteenth psalm: “Great peace 


have they. that love Thy law”. This peace is 


God’s gift to man. It can be the possession ~ 


of the acquitted man only. It comes to our 
souls when we are in blessed union with God. It 
is the antidote for worry and anxiety. It is the 
peace which enables man to say, “For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the.love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord”. 


“In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy Cross before to guide me”. 
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_ This peace implies two things. The first impli-— 
cation is that we are not to be disturbed by exter- 
nalities. We are not to fret about the storms that 


-hever come near us. We are not to worry about 


the lightning-flaashes which do not strike us. We 


. are not to be troubled about the failures which 


never come. We are not to be concerned about 
the tides which never overwhelm us. The second 
implication is that our desires are to rest in One, 
even Jesus Christ. Such peace is a positive prin- 
ciple. It is a product of the love that rests in God. 
It is the repose of the surrendered will. It is the 
power of the Kingdom of God in us. It is an evi- 
dence of the presence of God’s Spirit’ within us, 
for a fruit of the Spirit is peace. One has well 
said, “If there is anything that can render the soul 
calm, dispel its fears, sweeten its sufferings, im- 
part strength to it in all its activities, spread 
abroad the joy of the Holy Spirit upon the counte- 
nance, it is a simple, childlike repose in the arms 
of God”. Such a peace makes a conqueror out of 
a coward and a saint out of a sinner. With sucha 
peace in our hearts we can sing: 
~ ¢ 


‘Uphe King of Love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever”. 
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III. WHAT Is THE CHARACTER OF THIS GUARD? 


“It passeth understanding”. It exceeds our 
finite comprehension. We can feel its power and 
sense its working, but we cannot adequately de- 
fine it. Ponder over the long list of inventions 
which are the product of man’s understanding. — 
Every setting sun witnesses something new. Go » 
into a chemist’s laboratory and watch him, 
through the mixing, heating, and uniting of cer- 
tain elements, bring forth new foods, medicines, 
and other articles of usefulness. Watch the archi- 
tect and the contractor as they labor together 
erecting buildings which kiss the clouds. Take a 
trip through a modern battleship and see there a 
floating fortress. Journey through a modern de- 
partment store and you behold a city. Travel 
through the New York Subway and you will be- 
hold one of our modern marvels. Listen to a 
Rachmaninoff at the piano and that inanimate 
piece of furniture actually lives. Listen to a 
Kreisler play the violin and the little instrument 
moans, weeps, sings, and speaks under the manip- 
ulation of the master’s hand. These are some of 
earth’s wonderful accomplishments, but they can 
all be explained. These are not beyond the ken 
of the human intellect. Think, then, upon this 
peace which surpasses the understanding of man. 
It is beyond the comprehension of the world’s 
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master-minds. It puzzles the unbeliever. The 
Christian cannot define it though he possesses it. 
Angels cannot tell us what it is, for they do not 
know. Who can understand the peace in the soul 
of the dying Christian? Who can comprehend, 
the calm of that soul which is about to meet its 
God and yet praises Him in song? We call it the 
peace of God, but what is that? Paul tells us in 
Ephesians. He says that it is to know “the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may be 
filled with all the fulness of God”’. 


This peace cannot be known except through 
the inner experience. Behold the sea! Its sur- 
face is savage and turbulent. It appears to be 
’ ferocious and angry. It roars and rolls toward 
the shore. The great white waves crash thunder- 
ingly against the shore. Look underneath the 
surface of that same tempestuous sea and you 
will find that a great calm pervades that portion 
of the sea. Such is the contrast in the spiritual 
life. There are storms, trials, and afflictions in the 
Christian life, but deep down in his heart a 
strange yet mighty peace reigns. We cannot 
escape the storms of life, it is true, but we can 
be as calm as was our Lord when He was asleep 
on Galilee in the midst of the ou if we have 
this peace in our souls. . 
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IV. Wuat Does THIS PEACE PERFORM FOR Us? 


This peace keeps the heart and mind. The 
heart is the well and the mind is the stream that 
flows from the well. Usually they labor together; 
occasionally they work independently. There is 
grave danger that the heart will produce wrong 
and sinful things. There is like danger of. the 


enemy’s entering and placing poison in the 


stream. The* heart and mind need guarding. 
Satan is not only the father of the lie, but he is 
- also the author .and instigator of every wicked 


thing.. He will shoot his poisoned arrows at our 


hearts and will contaminate our very soul-life. 
No Christian can guard his own heart and mind. 
God is necessary for that work and, therefore, He 
sends His peace into the believer’s heart. The 
heart is a deceitful thing, oftentimes, and the 
mind is prone to entertain evil thoughts. This 
peace keeps us in balance. It patrols our hearts 
as a soldier patrols his beat. Its eye is keen to see. 
Its ear is sharp to hear. It is the sentry of the 
soul. os 


This peace guards the heart and mind by 
' placing in them that which is good. It fills us with 
holy thoughts. It brings holy memories to our 
attention. It supplies us with blessed hopes and 


glorious anticipations. It puts heavenly principles ~ 
into our lives. It recalls to our memory the Cross — 


Pitt ee 


ec 
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3 of Christ. When the Cross is in the heart and 


= 


mind, there is no room for evil. This peace fur- 
nishes us with the power of the Cross. 


This peace keeps us from fear. It places 
within us the love that dispels fear. It drives out 
that fear which holds us ambitionless and which 
makes us useless. It drives away our intellectual 
doubts. It prevents the memory of past sins from 
smiting us. It keeps us from sinking under our 
sins and our difficulties. It keeps us calm; it 
makes us fearless; it holds us steady; it contributes 
to our usefulness; it composes our agitated minds; ' 
it requires whole-hearted surrender to its domi- 
nance. Surely, the Christian can say from ex- 
perience, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusted 
in Thee. Trust ye in Jehovah forever; for in Je- 
hovah, even Jehovah, is the Rock of Ages”. 


“Love is and was my King and Lord, 
And will be, though as yet I keep 
Within His court on earth, and sleep ~~ 
Encompassed by His faithful guard. 
And hear at times a sentinel 
Who moves about from place to place, 
And whispers to the worlds of space, 
- "In the deep night, that all is well”. 


Jesus Christ has made this peace possible for 
us! He has made it certain. It is the product of 
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God’s infinite love in Christ. This peace is bound 
up with Christ and His redeeming work. It is the 
result of all that which He suffered for man’s sal- 
vation, hence, “He is our peace”. It is bound up 
with the mystery of His passion and the glory 
which is His today. The peace of the Christian, 
therefore, rises from the consciousness that Christ 
won the victory over the world and over all that 
- which hinders and mars the spiritual well-being 
of man. It is Christ’s peace. He merited it. It is 
His, and He can rightfully give it, as He does, 
when He says, “Peace I leave with you; My peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be fearful’. 


It was with this peace in their hearts that the 
Apostles went into the world to preach, teach, suf- 
fer and die for their Lord. It was this peace that 
upheld them in trial and affliction. It was this 
peace that-enabled Peter to say, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God, judge ye, for we cannot but 
_speak the things which we saw and heard”. It 
was because of this peace in their souls that the 
martyrs, surrounded by sword and fire, were able 
to be faithful unto death. It is because of this 
peace in their hearts that the widow, the widower, 
and the orphan can glory in tribulation and in the 
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greatest afflictions; itis because of this peace that 
they can, with uplifted head and heart, look for 
the coming of the Lord. Indeed, with this peace 
in our hearts we are able for all things. 


Most wonderful is God’s love and work in be- 
- half of sinful men. Marvelous is the method of 
_ God in saving the lost. Past finding out are the 
results for the saved—hboth in this life and in the 
coming life. Most glorious is the peace which 
will be ours when we step from the embrace of 
this peace into God’s eternal peace and rest. 


May God cause His guard to protect you all 
your days, and may He at last bring you safely 
into His eternal peace. 


“Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen”. 
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